August 11, 2011
Re:
Jaques antique club-size ivory chess set, circa 1855-1860
To Whom It May Concern:

To the best of my knowledge, the Jaques ivory chess set that was recently sold to Mr. Jonathan Crumiller of Princeton, New Jersey, USA has been in my family’s possession since the mid-to-late 1800’s.  The chess set itself is clearly identifiable as an antique Jaques club-size set, circa 1855-1860.  Experts and researchers have identified the chronology of Jaques sets by virtue of the attributes and size of each chess piece, including the carved knights’ heads.  The leading publication on Jaques antique sets is Sir Alan R. Fersht’s book, Jaques and British Chess Company Chess Sets, in which the knights are identified as so-called “Anderssen” knights, circa 1855-1860; all characteristics of the other chess pieces match Jaques 1855-1860 club-size ivory chess sets as well.
Best regards,

Joseph Ratchford

Toronto, Ontario, Canada

