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Dealer in Games
Thomas Sherwin (the younger) 1802 – 1881

Amelia Philadelphia Parman 1803 – 1852 

As we have seen in chapter 1, Thomas Sherwin was born in Edinburgh on 2 January 1802, and appears to have entered his father’s business, perhaps taking charge of the shop at 62 Burlington Arcade in 1820. The shop is listed as selling tortoise shell combs in 1820, and portable desks in 1824. Hobson states that after his marriage on 28 September 1824, at St Leonard’s, Shoreditch, to Amelia Philadelphia Parman, he started up as a dressing case manufacturer in St Paul’s churchyard. 

Amelia Philadelphia Parman was born on 27 February 1803 to Samuel and Mary Ann Parman, and was christened at St Saviour’s parish church, Southwark on 22 June 1803. It is possible that they were neighbours during the time the Sherwin’s lived in Shoreditch, as a John Parman is shown in the Poor Rate Books for Holywell Precinct, Shoreditch between 1813 and 1822.

In the entry in the marriage register, Thomas is described as being from the parish of St Giles in the Fields, which is the parish that 67 Great Queen Street is in. The marriage was by licence, and witnessed by Amelia’s parents.

By 1834 Hobson states that Thomas was back with his father in Great Queen Street. I can find no entry for Thomas or Amelia in the 1841 census, although he is not living at Great Queen Street. However, by the 1851 census Thomas and Amelia are living at 47 Aldenham Street West in Somers Town, St Pancras; with Amelia’s sister, Anna Parman (a 35 year old milliner), and Thomas’s niece ‘AB Sherwin’ ( an 18 year old bonnet maker). I believe that this is Amelia Bullen, the daughter of William Bullen and Eleanor Sherwin. Thomas is described as a journeyman backgammon table maker.

On 29 September 1852, at the age of 49, Amelia Sherwin, wife of Thomas Sherwin, billiard table maker, died at 47 Aldenham Street after three days suffering from enteritis. There is no indication in the sources which I have seen, that Thomas and Amelia had any children.

I suspect that Thomas moved in with his father, perhaps taking over the business, sometime during the 1850’s, and between 1857 and 1859 occupying their new premises at 527 New Oxford Street. By the 1861census the two Thomas’s, Amelia Bullen and Ann Parman were living there.

Following the death of his father, Thomas Sherwin (the elder) in 1863, Thomas continued to run the business until 1880 – he is listed at 527 Oxford Street as a ‘dealer in games’, in a directory for that year, although he does not seem to appear on the 1871 census.

The 1881 census finds him living with his sister, Eleanor Bullen, at her home at 55 Poplar Walk Road, Herne Hill. He is described as having ‘no occupation’. Later that year, on 7 November 1881, Thomas Sherwin died, at 55 Poplar Walk Road, of epilepsy senectus. The death certificate states that he was 81 years old, although, he was in fact aged 79, and describes him as a refrigerator maker. 

