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Charles Sheppard Sherwin 1833 – 1872

Jane Thirtle c1841 – 1889

Charles Sheppard Sherwin, the only child of James Sherwin and Elizabeth Sheppard, was born on 17 January 1833 at Wilson Street, St Pancras, and christened at St Pancras Old Church on 24 March 1833.

As we have seen in chapter 4, in 1841 and 1851 the family were living at 4 Leadenhall Street, Charles working as a shopman for his father at the age of 17 in 1851. On 30 July 1858 he was granted a passport (number 7037); was this perhaps for the first of his trips to Paris to buy goods for his fathers business or his new venture with his cousin James Asser? We know that Asser and Sherwin first advertised their new business in 1860, but we don’t know how long they had been planning for it, or when it was first opened.

In the 1861 census, Charles was still living with his parents, and his aunt, the recently widowed Rebecca Reynell, and her three children, at 11 Halton Street, Islington. Charles is described as a shopkeeper (cutlers). No doubt Charles learnt of the plight of his partner James Asser’s sister in law, Jane, who in May 1862 was widowed at the age of 21 with a six month old child. 

Two years later, on 8 June 1864 Charles married Jane Mellish, formerly Thirtle, at St John’s parish church, Holloway, both giving 14 Rosebury Villas, Tufnell Park, as their address. With Jane came her two and a half year old son, Frank Mellish, and her portion of a legacy from her father William Thirtle (who died on 5 July 1862), amounting to £4,875 (equivalent to £329,000 in 2007). As Jane’s sister (and James Asser’s wife) Frances, received a similar sum, this may have played some part in the rising prosperity of the two families.

By 1865 the family had moved to 5 Park Road, Upper Holloway, where on 3 June a daughter, Florence was born. A year later on 21 June 1866 a son, Percy Sherwin, was born at the same address.

Perhaps by the time he was 34 Charles was aware that he might not live into old age, as on 22 May 1867 he made his will, bequeathing all of his property to Jane, and appointing her as his executrix.

By the time their third child, Herbert Sherwin, was born on 30 March 1868 the family had moved to 39 Colebrook Row in Islington. This was a large four storied Georgian terraced town house, and by the 1871 census the family, with the addition of a 15 year old general servant, Celia Flacks, and 19 year old nurse, Dinah Dunford, lived there, with the Asser’s living next door at number 40.
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41-44 Colebrook Row, Islington. Numbers 39 and 40 are no longer                                             standing, but we can assume that they continued this terrace

In April 1871 Charles added a codicil to his will whereby £1,000 would be invested at 3%, the interest of which was to be equally divided between his father and mother, until either should die, when it would all go to the survivor.

Charles Sheppard Sherwin died at the age of 39 on 23 August 1872 at Acacia Lodge, Bexley Heath, of tuberculosis of the lung (phthisis pulmonalis). He had presumably gone to Bexley either to be near his parents, or to escape the polluted conditions in London as his condition worsened. A notice of his death appeared in Lloyd’s Weekly London Newspaper on 1 September. The Grant to Estate records that he left effects of less than £4,000 (£257,000 equivalent in 2007).

Jane, at the age of 31 had been widowed twice by her husbands dying from tuberculosis, and now had four children to bring up; but it would appear that she was, at least, comfortably provided for.

We will look at the Thirtle family in chapter 11, but let’s now have a look at Jane’s life, before and after she was married to Charles.

Jane Thirtle was born in about 1841 (she seems to have evaded her birth being registered) in Wimbledon to William Thirtle and his wife Jane (Friday). The family appears on the 1841 census at Park Dairy, Wimbledon. In 1851the family is at 8 King Edward Terrace, Islington , with Jane’s father William Thirtle described as a cowkeeper. On 1 November 1860, at the age of nineteen, Jane married John Mellish, a house agent, ‘of full age’, at St Mary’s parish church, Islington. John Mellish gave his address as Winkfield, Berkshire, and Jane, 8 King Edward Terrace.

John Mellish was born in about 1838 at Winkfield, and like his new wife, he also appears not to have been registered at birth. The 1841 census found John in Winkfield with his brother Richard, sisters Elizabeth, Margaret and Jane, and parents, William, an army Lieutenant on half pay, and mother Sarah Ann. He is still at Winkfield in 1851, and in 1861, following their wedding, John and Jane are living at Winkfield with John’s father. At the time of the census, Jane’s younger brother George Thirtle, was staying at Winkfield.

On 21 October 1861 Jane gave birth to her first child Frank Mellish, at 32 Broad Street, Reading; John is described as a china dealer. Seven months later, on 19 May 1862, John Mellish died of consumption, at Winkfield, at the age of only 25. John was described as a dealer in china and glass.

So, as we have seen, Jane subsequently married Charles Sheppard Sherwin in 1864, and soon added three more children to her family, before again becoming widowed in 1872.

Jane married again, for the last time, on 8 May 1875, at Christchurch, Highbury. Her husband was Edwin John White, also a widower, a surveyor, of 6 Riversdale Road, Highbury.

Edwin John White was born on 5 October 1835, and christened on 30 October at St Luke’s church, Old Street. He was the oldest of the nine children of Edwin White, an auctioneer and valuer, and his wife Priscilla Charlotte (Phillips). The family is found living at Old Street in the 1841 census, but by 1851 had moved to  14 Myrtle Street, Islington.

On 3 September 1859, 23 year old Edwin, an auctioneer like his father, married Elizabeth Wall at St Mark’s parish church, Old Street. In 1860 they had a son, Edwin Henry; and the 1861 census sees the three of them at 12 Holborn, living with Edwin John’s father, and his sisters, Georgiana and Ada. In 1863 Elizabeth Annie was born, and following a move to Islington, Sydney was born in 1868 and on 12 February 1870 Arthur John was born at 17 Wellington Street, Islington.

The 1871 census records the family at 2 Somerfield Road, South Hornsey, together with a servant, 17 year old Sarah Fopcoat. Edwin is described as an auctioneer’s clerk.

On 23 December 1873, Elizabeth White, Edwin’s 39 year old wife, died at 2 Somerfield Road. She had been suffering from dysenteric ulceration of the colon for the previous two years before dying of the condition. Edwin was present at the death, and is described on the death certificate as an auctioneer.

So widow and widower, Edwin and Jane, brought their eight children, from three marriages together, with their marriage in 1875. Their children were: Edwin Henry White (15), Frank Mellish (13), Elizabeth Annie White (12), Florence Sherwin (9), Percy Sherwin (8), Sydney White (7), Herbert Sherwin (7), and Arthur John White (5). Just over a year later, on 16 May 1876, Jane gave birth to her fifth child, Edgar White, at 26 Osborne Villas, Stroud Green Road, Hornsey.

The 1880 London Post Office Trade Directory shows EJ White, Auctioneer, as the Manager of the Mosaic Tile Company, Builders Supplies Stores, 145 Holborn; I think that this is almost certainly Edwin. 

The 1881 census shows that the family had moved again to the newly developed Oakleigh Park in Friern Barnet. The Whetstone Freehold Estate Company acquired land known as Matthews Farm in 1869, and developed Oakleigh Park, an estate of large houses and ‘genteel villas’. Edwin and Jane are recorded with three of their children; Eliza Annie and Edgar White, and Florence Sherwin, as well as a housemaid and cook.

Four of their boys – Sydney and Arthur White, and Percy and Herbert Sherwin are recorded at Bradmore House Boarding School for Young Gentlemen in Chiswick. Four Thirtle cousins; William, John, Edward and Arthur are also recorded at the school.

The eldest two children, Edwin Henry White and Frank Mellish are recorded as living with their uncle and aunt James and Frances Asser, at their home 1 Harmer Villas, Stanstead Road, Sydenham; both unmarried and described as clerks.

On 30 December 1889, Jane White died at the age of 49 at Owmby House, Oakleigh Park, after suffering for many years from chronic bronchitis, and following five days of congestion of the lungs. Frank, her oldest son, was present at her death. Jane’s personal estate of £1141 15s 2d (equivalent to £90064.04 in 2007) was granted to her husband Edwin John White, auctioneer, of 145 Holborn Bars in the City of London.

By the 1891 census Edwin John White had moved to Athol Cottage, 72 Truro Road, Wood Green, and was living there with his youngest three children; Sydney, an auctioneer’s clerk, Arthur, a silk manufacturer’s clerk, and Edgar, a scholar; and a housekeeper and general domestic servant.

The Times of 21 February 1894 published a Bankruptcy Act adjudication against Edwin John White, late of Greys Inn Road and Athol Cottage, Truro Road, Wood Green.

The last reference that I can find to Edwin John White is in Kelly’s London Suburban Directory for 1896, at 3 Mercers Road, Holloway. I have, as yet, not found how and when he died.
