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Carlsen vs. Karjakiri World Chess Championship New York 2016
by Lev Alburt and Jon Crumiller
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Advertisements for the book have been placed in both general anerelagsd publications.

Date / Issue(s) Publication Circulation
20171023 New York Review of Books 132,000
201711, 201801, 03 Chess Lifanagazine 85,000
201712 US Chess Federation Buying Guide 85,000
2017#8, 2018#1,#5,#6 New In Chesmagazine 10,000
201801,02, 03, 04 Chesanagazine 4,000
Various Retailerwebsites Various
Various SocialMedia (Facebook, Twitter) Various

BOOKREVIEWS

Reviews have been universally positive from
audience. Excerpts from the reviews are provided on this page and the next page, and the full set
reviews can be found within this packet.

Professional Reviews

Dylan Loeb McClain A masterful job & probably the best book on a championship that
Editor-in-Chief | have ever seenThe analysis and commentary are superb and the
WC Match Organizers contributions from Kramnik rai
Grandmaster Ralleene ALev Al burt and Jon Cr umi | | veord
The Times (London) champion Vladimir Kramnik to producedeeply considered account
Oct-24-2017 of Magnus Carl senbés narrowly s

Karjakin in New York last year. The analysis produces the last word
what did and should have transpired in every game while colour ph

convey a vivid impression of t
John Hartmann i | tCharisam ks. Karjakirio be a very fine work indeed. By bringin
Chess Life, De2017 Kramnik on boardihey have produced something special.
Carsten Hansen SOCOOK Al most definitely feel [

American Chess Magazinef or e x ¢ e | | Asn mportanewerdt ihat degerves a broad
2018 Issue #8 readership.o
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Carlsen vs. Karjakiri World Chess Championship New York 2016
by Lev Alburt and Jon Crumiller

BOOKREVIEWS

Professional Reviews (continued)

Pete Tamburro AMy heart, for year s, o hgs vibtayl c
Managing Editor over Botvinnik. That has now changéihis is the best match book
American Chess Magazine | 6 v e e \Aryone who toves chess should have this on their
Issue #5 /2018 bookshel f. 0

Sean Marsh AThis is a very fine book and
ChesaMlagazine who follows world championship chess. The analysis is excellent a
March 2018 accessible to all, the production values are very hightaadan be

seen as the definitive worlon this particular match o

Grandmaster Matthew Sadlc=c=T=C=C~C AA superb account of the match in New Yorlwith

New In Chess Magazine f ascinating insights by for mer

Issue #2 / 2018 extremely well & many nice touc
producedé A book worthy of a V
absolute pleasure to read.

Grandmaster Andy Soltis i VI adi mi fproWdesdim mbskcandid analysiof a
New York Post championship match ever made ¢t
Oct-22-2017

Online Reviews

NSRS

Amazon.com Reviewer OO One wishes there was a sixth stafhis is a wonderful
book. The coverage is detailed, the notes to the games more so. T
the best produced book on a wc

Amazon.com Reviewer T MBrilliant and high value review of an amazing match.
Terrific commentary by Vladimir Kramnik, Lev Alburt, and Jon
Crumiller. | f you I|ike/love <cft

Amazon.com Reviewer ST AiThis is the best book on a world championship matc

ever produced.The notes to the games are fantastic, with a nice
mixture of verbal description of appropriate plans and concrete an:
at the critical points. The insights from GM Kramnik scattered
throughout each game sets this book apart from others of its kind.
book should be in every chess

Carlsen vs. Karjakifi Advertisements, Book Reviews, and Awards as of December 2018 3
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World

Chess

Championship

The The
Irresistible Force Immovable Object

Magnus Carlsen Sergey Karjakin
World Champion Challenger

“The drama and psychology and
tension of the New York match was
incredibly exciting.”

— former World Champion Vladimir Kramnik

Grandmaster Lev Alburt, three-time
U.S. Champion, is one of the world’s
most sought-after chess teachers and
publisher of Comprehensive Chess
Course. Co-author National Master
Jon Crumiller is an expert in the use
of computer chess analysis. Together
they give one of the most detailed
and objective analyses ever done for
a world chess championship.

Former World Chess Champion
Vladimir Kramnik, one of the all-
time greatest chess players, provides
in-depth commentary and insights

into the minds of the players and
their critical moves of the match.

The perfect gift for yourself or
for any chess player you know!

= US.==

a
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i NEW YORK 2016

Alburt
ler

‘i
Includes round-by-round game analysis by
former WORLD CHAMPION Vladimir Kramnik

ISBN:978-1-889323-29-9

Carlsen vs. Karjakin
World Chess Championship
New York 2016

336 pages, hundreds of diagrams, dozens
of full-color photos of the match. $27.95

To order, send your check to:

Lev Alburt, P.O. Box 534
Gracie Station, New York, NY 10028
Add $7/order for shipping.

Or buy online at www.chesswithlev.com.

Or find it in fine bookstores everywhere.
Distributed worldwide by W.W. Norton.

Advertisement
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- — GM ALEKSAMDR LENDERMAN MINSJHE U.S. OPEN

MAXIME'S

TOUR DE FORCE

CARLSEN VS. KARJAKIN i CARLSEN

i s auefild Cup By Alburt & Crumiller D= yg m—
K & F KARJAKIN

Leagn chelsds fLom the best by sFL:dylpg the games of the N i et -
November 2017 2016 world chess championship! With the help of_ Lev e g ety

Alburt and Jon Crumiller, as well as game analysis by £ o N
former World Champion Vladimir Kramnik, you'll learn
chess tactics and strategies by studying the games of
Magnus ‘Carlsen and Sergey Karjakin as this top team of
writers explains the moves.

The United States’ Largest
USCHESS Chess Specialty Retailer

888.51.CHESS (512.4377)  *  www.USCFSales.com

Advertisement
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Not your |
regular match |
book! |

Magnus Carlsen brilliant
in Champions Showdown

Nigel Short pleads
t

Sy cnn ls E N l‘
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KARJAKIN

WORLD CHESS

Bill Lombardy (1937-2017)

For better and for worse
- p— ‘
lor :

Aryan Tari
Now the Junior World Champion
|s Norweglan too!

7% .
w CHAMPIONSHIP

L DID YOU EVER WORRY: IS BLITZ A DRUG?

2017 Issue #8

Vladimir Kramnik, Jonathan ‘
Crumiller, Lev Alburt '

candid analysis of a championship

! s match ever made by a former champ.”
Not your & : GM Andy Soltis, New York Post

regular match

“Vladimir Kramnik provides the most ‘

CARLSEN

“A masterful job — probably the
KARIAKIN

best book on a championship
that | have ever seen”
Dylan Loeb McClain, Editor-in-chief for
the Organizers of the 2016 WC match

“The analysis produces the last word
on what both did and should have
transpired in every game while colour
photos convey a vivid impression of the
visual aspects of the competition.”
GM Raymond Keene, The Times

336 pages | €24.95

available at your local (chess)bookseller
or at www.newinchess.com

Advertisement
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!
¢ Flncludes round-by-round game analysis by
former WORLD CHAMPION Vladimir Kramnik g

Carlsen vs. Karjakin
_ by Alburt & Crumiller
== B0021LV $27.95
Learn chess from the best by studying the
games of the 2016 world chess championship!
With the help of Lev Alburt and Jon Crumiller,
as well as game analysis by former World
Champion Vladimir Kramnik, you'll learn chess
tactics and strategies by studying the games of
Magnus Carlsen and Sergey Karjakin as this top
team of writers explains the moves.

Advertisement
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! y-round game analy
former WORLD CHAMPION Viadimir Kramnik »

336 pages, 470 diagrams, 105 full-color photos of the match.

Grandmaster Lev Alburt, three-time U.S. Champion,
is one of the world’s most sought-after chess teachers
and publisher of Comprehensive Chess Course.

Co-author National Master Jon Crumiller is an expert
in the use of computer chess analysis.

Former World Chess Champion Viadimir Kramnik,
ane of the all-time greatest chess players, provides in-
depth commentary and insights into the minds of the
players and their critical moves of the match.

Together the authors provide one of the most detailed
and objective analyses ever dane for a world chess
championship match

iire about chess instruction with GM Lev Alburt
and/or his books, please call 212-794-8706 or email
gmlevalburt@aol.com

LEARN FROM THE
WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP PLAYERS

“A masterful job. The analysis and commentary are superb and the contributions from Kramnik raise
it to the next level.” - Dylan Loeb McClain, Editor-in-Chief, 2016 World Championship Match Organizers

heart, for years, has belonged to Tal’s match book on his victory over Botvinnik. That has now
changed. This is the best match book I’ve ever seen. Anyone who loves chess should have this on
their bookshelf.™ - Pete Tamburro, Managing Editor, American Chess Magazine

“Lev Alburt and Jon Crumiller have combined forces with former world champion Vladimir Kramnik
to produce a deeply considered account of Magnus Carlsen’s narrowly successful title defence against
Sergei Karjakin in New York ear. The analysis produces the last word on what both did and should
have transpired in every game while colour photos convey a vivid impression of the visual aspects of
the competition.” — GM Raymond Keene OBE, The Times 10/24/17

“Vladimir Kramnik [provides] the most candid analysis of a championship match ever made by a
former champ.™ — GM Andy Soltis, New York Post 10/22/17

To order your autographed copy GM Lev Alburt GM Alburt’s books are also
send a check for $29 (this special P.0. Box 534, Gracie Station  available from USCF Sales or
price includes priority mail shipping) New York, NY 10028-0005 online at chesswithlev.com.

Advertisement
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Carlsen vs. Karjakin
Lev Alburt, Jon Crumiller & Vladimir Kramnik,
336 pages, paperback
RRP £24.95 SUBSCRIBERS £22.45
Did you think that the days of books on
world championship matches had gone? Well,
they haven't and this was certainly no book
rushed straight off to print at the end of the
2016 world championship match in New York.
To the surprise of many, the match was both
close and pretty gripping. Lev Alburt and Jon
Crumiller, the leading New York-based
collector of chess sets and who annotated a
game in these pages in October last year,
describe the action, and they’'ve also done
extremely well to get none other than Vladimir
Kramnik to annotate some of the key battles.

Advertisement
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NEW YORK 2016

Vladimir Kramnik, Jonathan l
Crumiller, Lev Alburt ‘

“Vladimir Kramnik provides the most

candid analysis of a championship {

match ever made by a former champ.”
GM Andy Soltis, New York Post

“A masterful job — probably the
best book on a championship
that | have ever seen”

Dylan Loeb McClain, Editor-in-chief for
the Organizers of the 2016 WC match

“The analysis produces the last word
on what both did and should have
transpired in every game while colour
photos convey a vivid impression of the
visual aspects of the competition.”
GM Raymond Keene, The Times

336 pages | €24.95

available at your local (chess)bookseller
or at www.newinchess.com
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Carlsen vs. Karjakin
February 2018 Lev Alburt, Jon Crumiller & Vladimir Kramnik,
336 pages, paperback

RRP £24.95 SUBSCRIBERS £22.45

Did you think that the days of books on
world championship matches had gone? Well,
they haven't and this was certainly no book
rushed straight off to print at the end of the
2016 world championship match in New York.
To the surprise of many, the match was both
close and pretty gripping. Lev Alburt and Jon
Crumiller, the leading New York-based
collector of chess sets and who annotated a
game in these pages in October last year,
describe the action, and they’'ve also done
extremely well to get none other than Vladimir
Kramnik to annotate some of the key battles.

Advertisement
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A Fellow of
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GM ALEXANDER SHABALOV
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Botvinnik. That has
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i soucht-af teachers and publish g ki
This |s th best match book Ive ever of Comprehensive Chess Course ot ?t}‘%‘l‘
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“Wadimir Kramnik [provides] the most
candid analysis of a championship matct
ever made by a former champ.”- GHh

ORDER YOUR AUTOGRAPHED COPY TODAY!

Send a check for $29 (this special price includes priority mail shipping within the USA)
to GM Lev Alburt - PO. Box 534 - Gracie Station New York, NY 10028-0005
GM Alburt’s books are also available from USCF Sales or online at chesswithlev.com.

To inquire about chess instruction with GM Lev Alburt and/or his books, please call
212-794-8706 or email gmlevalburt@aol.com.

Back Cover
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The last word on the most exciting world
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“Vladimir Kramnik "My heart, for years,
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candid analysis of a

ANNOTATION FROM CURRENT
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GM Andy Soliis, ; Pete Tamburro,
New York Post ! American Chess Magazine

The last word on the most exciting world
championship match in years...

CARLSEN
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Grandmaster Lev Alburt and U.S. Master Jon Crumiller have joined forces
with former world champion Vladimir Kramnik to produce anin-depth
account of Magnus Carlsen'stitle defence against Sergey Karjakin. [t was a
match that stunned the chess world, as Carlsen batiled Karjakinto a tie
until matters had to be setiled in a rapid-play shootout.

You'll learn from the best players in the world, as a top team of writers,
including aformer world champion, explain not just the reasons behind
the moves played but also what should have transpired.
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The last word on the most exciting world
championship maich inyears...

“Vladimir Kramnik "My heart, for years,
(provides) the most KARIAKIN hasbelonged to Tal's
i is of match book on his

candid analysis of a
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GM Andy Soliis, . Pete Tamburro,
New York Post . “|  American Chess Magazine

The last word on the most exciting world
championship match in years...

CARLSEN
KAHIAKIN

Grandmaster Lev Alburt and U.S. Master Jon Crumiller have joined forces
with former world champion Vladimir Kramnik to produce anin-depth
account of Magnus Carlsen'stitle defence against Sergey Karjakin. [t was a
match that stunned the chess world, as Carlsen batiled Karjakin to a tie
until matters had to be settled in a rapid-play shootout.

You'll learn from the best players in the world, as a top team of writers,
including aformer world champion, explain not just the reasons behind
the moves played but also what should have transpired.
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World Champion

Vladimir Kramnik, Jonathan
Crumiller, Lev Alburt ‘

“Vladimir Kramnik provides the most
candid analysis of a championship
match ever made by a former champ.”
GM Andy Soltis, New York Post

“A masterful job — probably the
best book on a championship
that | have ever seen.”

Dylan Loeb McClain, Editor-in-chief for
the Organizers of the 2016 WC match

“The analysis produces the last word
on what both did and should have
transpired in every game while colour
photos convey a vivid impression of the
visual aspects of the competition.”
GM Raymond Keene, The Times

336 pages | €24.95

available at your local (chess)bookseller
or at www.newinchess.com

ey |
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Vladimir Kramnik, Jonathan
Crumiller, Lev Alburt

“Vladimir Kramnik provides
the most candid analysis of
1 a championship match ever
o Y made by a former champ.” GM
R o Andy Soltis, New York Post {

“A masterful job — probably the
best book on a championship
that | have ever seen.”

Dylan Loeb McClain, Editor-
in-chief for the Organizers ‘
of the 2016 WC match ‘

“The analysis produces the last
word on what both did and should
have transpired in every game
while colour photos convey a vivid
impression of the visual aspects of
the competition.”

GM Raymond Keene, The Times

336 pages | €24.95

available at your local (chess)bookseller
\ or at www.newinchess.com
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“ Fincludes round-by-round game analysis by
former WORLD CHAMPION Vladimir Kramnik g

~ Learn chess from the best
- by studying the games
of the 2016 world chess
championship! With the help
of Lev Alburt and Jon Crumiller,
as well as game analysis

by former World Champion
Vladimir Kramnik, you'll learn
chess tactics and strategies by
studying the games of Magnus
Carlsen and Sergey Karjakin

as this top team of writers
explains the moves,
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Match book

Books on world championship
contests have become traditional
throughout the history of the
recognised championship. Three
of the best are The World Chess
Championship 1948, The World
Chess Championship 1954 and The
World Chess Championships 1957 and
1958, all in print with Hardinge
Simpole, and all written by my
distinguished predecessor as Times
chess correspondent, grandmaster
emeritus Harry Golombek OBE.
In recent years match books on
the world championships have
become less popular due primarily
to immediate access of informa-
tion via the internet and reliable
analysis from computer programs.

Bucking this trend, authors Lev
Alburt and Jon Crumiller have
combined forces with former
world champion Vladimir Kram-
nik (who provides a brief vignette
for each game) to produce a
deeply considered account of
Magnus Carlsen’s narrowly suc-
cessful title defence against Sergei
Karjakin in New York last year.
The analysis produces the last
word on what actually did and
should have transpired in every
game while colour photos convey
a vivid impression of the visual
aspects of the competition.

Today, tomorrow and Thurs-
day [ shall be providing extracts
based on their definitive account.

Carlsen Versus Karjgkin World
Chess Championship New York
2016 by grandmaster Lev Alburt
and national master Jon Crumil-
ler is published by Chess Informa-
tion and Research Center, New
York.

White: Magnus Carlsen
Black: Sergei Karjakin
World Championship,
New York (Game 8) 2016
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Carlsen now overreaches. White
threatens 36 Rxf8 Kxf8 37 Qxf6
but this is easily dealt with.
35 ... Rxd8 36 Nxd8& Nxch

36 ... Qb4 should win for Black
but it is hard to play such a move
as the white c-pawn looks scary.
37 Qd6 Qd3

This is a mistake. 37 .. Qa4 is
winning for Black.
38 Nxeo+

Karjakin had seen this but had
overlooked White’'s 4Ist move
which keeps him in the game.
38... fxeb 39 Qer+ Kg8 40 Qxf6 ad

Karjakin had assumed that his
king was sufficiently protected
and the a-pawn would win the
game. However, White’s next cuts
off the queen from the defence,
41 ed Qd7 42 Qxgo+ Qg7 43 (Qe8+
Qf8 44 Qc6 Qd8 45 15 a3 46 fxeb
Kg7 47 e7 Qxe7 48 Qxb6 Nd3

8 ... Nxed leads to a draw but

this is an excellent move,
49 Qa5 Qc5 50 Qa6 Ne5 51 Qeb

The final mistake. 51 h4 should
lead to a draw.
51... h5 52 h4 a2 White resigns

Chess ColumaOctober 24, 2017

QRCULATION446,000

Carlsen vs. Karjakifi Advertisements, Book Reviews, and Awards as of December 2018

18



BOOK REVIEWS

Carlsen vs. Karjakiri World Chess Championship New York 2016
by Lev Alburt and Jon Crumiller

CARLSEN

=S

WORLD CHESS

% CHAMPIONSHIP P-
oo 4@
¥

GM RAYMONDKEENEOBE  THETIMES(LONDON

Critical moment

A critical moment in last year’s
World  Championship  match
arose in game nine when Sergei
Karjakin, already leading by a full
point, sought to smash the world
champion’s fortifications by sacri-
ficing a bishop in order to com-
mence a fierce onslaught against
the black king. Many commenta-
tors at the time believed that
Karjakin had missed a clear win
by increasing the pressure against
the black pawn on {7, rather than
by immediately sacrificing his
bishop. Had Karjakin won this
game, his two point lead in a 12-
game match would have virtually
signalled the end of the struggle.

We join the game at the critical
moment where Karjakin opted to
launch his sacrifice. The key alter-
native was to ratchet up the pres-
sure along the aZ-g8 diagonal by
placing the white queen on b3.
The authors, however, conclu-
sively prove that even this would
not have succeeded in cracking
the black carapace.

White: Sergei Karjakin
Black: Magnus Carlsen
World Championship,
New York (Game 9) 2016
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39 Bxf7+

39 Qb3 is the alternative. Play
continues 39 ... Ni5 40 Bxf7+ when
Black might be able to hold the
endgame after 40 ... Qxf7 41 Qxf7+
Kx{7 42 Rxh7+ Ke6 43 Rxc7 Nh4+
44 Kg3 N5+ 45 Kf4 Nxd4.

A more complicated line is 39
Qb3 Nf5 40 Bxf7+ and now 40 ..
Kg7. White must continue 41 Rh3
when Black replies 41 .. Q&7
(threatening 42 .. Nh4+) 42 Bg8
h5 43 d5 Ra3 44 Qc4 Bd6. Kar-
jakin had seen this far and
thought the position was unclear
but in fact White has the very
strong 45 Beb Qf6 46 Bxf5 Qxf5
47 Bc3+ and Black is in enormous
difficulties. Black’s best defensive
try is actually 41 ... Ra6, prevent-
ing White from exchanging the
strong knight on 5.

As Vladimir Kramnik notes in
the book, these wvariations are
almost impossible for a human
player to find at the board. Fur-
thermore the position after 39
Qb3 Nf5 40 Bxf/+ Kg7 41 Rh3
Qe/, could turn out to be quite
dangerous for White if he does
not calculate with extreme accu-
racy so it is not surprising, or even
a “mistake” that Karjakin chose
39 Bxf7+
39 ... Kxf7 40 Qcd+ Kg7 41 db
N5 42 Be3+ Ki8 43 Bxal Nxh4+
44 Qxh4 Qxd>

Now it is impossible for White
to make progress and a draw was
eventually agreed after 74 moves.

Carlsen Versus Karjakin World
Chess Championship New York 2016
by grandmaster Lev Alburt and
national master Jon Crumiller is
published by Chess Information
and Research Center, New York.
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Championship clincher

Today's game is the clash that
clinched last year’s world chess
championship in favour of the
incumbent Magnus Carlsen. At
the time, this appeared to be a
smooth performance by Carlsen,
during the course of which Black
was unable to gain any serious
counterplay. It should be recalled
that Karjakin had to win this
game in order to prolong his
survival in the match. However,
as the authors of the recently
published authoritative account of
this championship match now
prove, Black enjoyed considerably
more counterplay than had origi-
nally been anticipated. As it was,
Black went astray on move 34
and eventually succumbed to a
brilliant queen sacrifice finish by
the champion.

White: Magnus Carlsen
Black: Sergei Karjakin
World Championship Play-off,
New York 2016
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34 ... Rxb3

After this Black loses material
and his counterplay fizzles out.
He had to try 34 .. Ral. Now the
natural 35 Qd4 can be met by the

highly complex reply 35 .. d5.
Therefore White would probably
prefer to get his king off the dan-
gerous diagonal with 35 Khl when
Black can continue to set prob-
lems with 35 .. d5 36 exd5 Qf6.
Now the apparently crushing 37
d6 runs into 37 ... R8a2 with dan-
gerous counterplay.

Best for White is 37 Qe2 when

he remains much better but it is
clear that 34 .. Ral sets difficult
practical problems that 34 ... Rxb3
does not.
35 Nd4 Qxc4 36 Nxb3 Qxb3 37
Qe2 Be7 38 Kg2 Qe6 39 h5 Ra3
40 Rd3 Ra2 41 R3d2 Ra3 42 Rd3
Ra7 43 Rd5 Rc7 44 Qd2 Qf6 45
Rf5 Qh4 46 Rcl Ra7 47 Qxf4
Ra2+ 48 Khl Qf2 49 Rc8+

49 Qg3 wins easily but Carlsen
has seen a fantastic finish.

49 .. Kh7
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50 Qh6+!! Black resigns

A brilliant finale. 50 ... gxh6 51
Rxf7 and 50 .. Kxh6 51 Rh8 are
both mate.

Carisen Versus Karjakin World
Chess Championship New York 2016
by grandmaster Lev Alburt and
national master Jon Crumiller is
published by Chess Information
and Research Center, New York.
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Click analysis

CHESS doesn’t have couch potatoes.
It has click potatoes. These are specta-
tors who click their way through grand-
master games posted on the Internet.

“I cannot understand this strange
move,” an online fan said of one of Mag-
nus Carlsen’s decisions in last year’s
world championship match in New
York.

Two games later, he said a move by
challenger Sergey Karjakin was “shock-
ing” and “impossible to explain.”

He wasn’t one of the hundreds of
thousands of ordinary click potatoes
who were glued to their computer screen
and baffled by the moves. He was
Vladimir Kramnik, in the most candid
analysis of a championship match ever
made by a former champ. His scathing
critique — “Instead of playing a very
normal, logical move, [Carlsen] came up

to their computer screen and

DUTCH DEFENSE
Isle of Man 2017
Viadimir Kramnik Vilmos Balint
104 e eeerrmsmmoresmmonss 5 15D .cnneee Nced
2IND3: Nf6 16 NXxe6.....cu.... Rfc8
k 1 - x. P G e6 17 Nxe4d......... Bxed
& BA3 i b6 18Rfdl........... Bxb4
50-0 covrvercerannes Bb7 19 C5.ccccrrrrnrcrenne Kf7
(- Be7 20 Bc4...cunne Ke7
TN i 0-0 21 f3.rrrrrerreens b5!
8b3 sl Qe8 22Bb3....nnn Bc2
9:Bb2 i Qh5 23 Nxg7!....... Bxd1?
10 d5! coueerrrenes Naé 24 Nxf5+.......... Ke8
11 Nd4............ Nc5? 25 Rxdl ..cweeees Nd7
12 Qxhs.......... Nxh5 26 N7+ ........... Ke7
13 Be2 wovuveurcnnne Nfé 27 Rd4.......... Bxc5?
14 dxe6 .......... dxe6 28 Red+.....Resigns

with something sophisticated and
wrong” — shows that elite players don’t
all think alike. Moves that seemed natu-
ral to Carlsen and Karjakin were often
just bad in the eyes of Kramnik.
Kramnik’s analysis was the highlight
of “Carlsen vs. Karjakin, World Chess
Championship, New York 2016” by Lev
Alburt and Jon Crumiller ($27.95, Chess
Information an & Research Institute).

g
lad

&
o

White to play and win. E. Bacrot- A.Fie|
2017 Lastweek:1Rxa3

World Cup
Rh3+2Ke4Rxa3 is stalemate.
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Analyzing the 2016
World Championship

A World Championship recap that tries to include as much as it
can, but which ultimately shines in the game analysis.

B3y JOHN HARTMANN

ooking back at my time at the World

Chess Championship in New York last

year, and looking through the hundreds
of pictures I took, one image clearly stands out.
It’s not of Magnus or Sergey. It’s not of the
crowds of casual spectators and hardcore fans.
And it’s certainly not of the VIP section, fully
one-quarter of the event floor space and totally
off limits to the hoi polloi like me.

I attended the third game of the match as a
“credentialed journalist,” giving me access to
the press room. It was a small space, crammed
'with laptops and cameras, extension cords and
water bottles. There I tried not to gawk as the
famous Spanish chess journalist Leontxo Garcia
wroteand filed his report, and with NRK’s Ole
Rolfsrud interviewing many of the journalists
for Norwegian television, [ suspected I was in
more than a bit of their B-roll.

Game three was a long one, more than six
hours in all, and there was a palpable sense of
relief when it concluded in a hard-fought draw.
‘With a train to catch, and with the press con-
ference dragging on, I returned to the press
room to gather my things.

The room was nearly deserted, despite the
arrival of the long-rumored pizza. Only two
people remained. One rested her head on the
narrow table and slept. The other—Chess Life
columnist GM Robert Hess—sat typing, earbuds
in and oblivious to the emptiness around him,
racing to complete his rapid game analysis for
Chess.com.

In some ways, what I saw Hess and his
colleagues from Chess.com doing that day was
nothing new. Baseball writers, for example, are
often forced to rework their articles after late

14 December 2017 | Chess Life
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Includes round-by-round game analysis by
former WORLD CHAMPION Viadimir Kramnik

Crumiller, Jon; Albur, Lev; Kramnik, Viadimir.
Carlsen vs. Karjakin: World Chess Championship—
New York 2016. Chess Information, 2017, ISBN
Pagerhack: 9781889323299, AN. 334 pages. { Available
from uscsales.com, catalog number BOOZILY, §27.95)

inning heroics. But I had never really considered
‘what it took to produce the near-instant news
articles and expert analysis we have come to
expect in the digital age.

It was fascinating to watch FM Mike Klein,
Chess.com’s Director of Content and frequent
Chess Life contributor, write and rewrite his
reporting, changing its title as Carlsen’s winning

chances ebbed and flowed. Hess had multiple
chess websites open on two laptops as he wrote,
cross-checking his ideas with those of engines,
the Agon announcing team, and analysts from
around the world.

There is no doubt that the chess world is
greatly enriched by these kinds of efforts. It
‘was awesome {in the original sense of the word)
to play through Hess analysis on my smart-
phone on the train home, and I was glued to
the competing livestreams as the match un-
folded.

Forall of this, it seems to me that something
is lost in the dromologic arms race endemic
to contemporary mass media. Fast—and this
is by no means a slight on Hess or Klein—may
not always be definitive. Some of the games
in the Carlsen-Karjakin match, like game three,
'were incredibly complex, requiring analytical
depth and distance hard to muster in real ime.
And this, traditionally, has been the role of
the match book.

The match book, like the tournament book
{see my April 2017 columny), is increasingly an
anachronism in modern chess literature. Sure,
there are always the “instabooks” published as
soon as the match ends, but serious, learned
studies of world championship matches seem
to be a thing of the past.

Or maybe they’re not.

Carlsen vs. Karjakin: World Chess Champi-
onship—New York 2016, written by Chess Life
columnist GM Lev Alburt and Jon Crumiller,
is a readable and rigorous analysis of all 16
match games. Alburt, who emigrated to the
United States in 1979, is a three-time winner
of the U.S. Championship, the author of
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numerous instructional books, and—as a recent
Bloomberg Businessweek profile makes clear—
the chess teacher of choice for Manhattan’s
financial elite. Crumiller is a long-time Alburt
student and a master in his own right, having
earned the title in over-the-board and
correspondence play. He is also one of America’s
leading chess collectors.

With both authors living in the New York
area, and with their strong connections to FIDE
{Alburt) and Agon {Crumiler, who was a2 major
contributor to the Agon-published Masterworks:
Rare and Beautiful Chess Sets of the World), Alburt
and Crumiller attended most of the games at
the Fulton Market playing venue. The roots
of this book, as Crumiller explains it {7), can
be found in their mutual attempts to understand
each day’s games.

Carlsenvs. Karjakin is not written as a holistic
historical record of the match. Rather, as the
above suggests, it largely focuses on the games
themselves, combining in-depth analysis with
more basic instructional elements. There is for
this reason something of an internal tension
to the book, and this tension is only intensified
when we consider the contributions to Carlsen
vs. Karjakin by former World Champion
Vladimir Kramnik.

Kramnik does more than just offer “round-
by-round game analysis,” as the cover art
describes it. He's really the book’s third author,
providing serious and provocative commentary
for each game along with two lengthy inter-
views. Because he competes against both
Carlsen and Karjakin on a regular basis, and
because he knows all too well the pressures of
playing for the world championship, Kramnik
is an ideal match commentator, and his insights
here are invaluable.

The structure and layout of Carlsen vs.
Karjakin will be familiar to anyone who has
read one of Alburt’s previous books. Each of
the 12 regulation and four tiebreak games
receive their own chapters, prefaced with three
“key position” color diagrams, a brief intro-
duction, and a picture. The great bulk of the
book lies in the analysis, with Alburt and
Crumiller providing the main notes and
Kramnil’s contributions appearing in blue
text boxes.

There is a kind of productive dialectic
between these two narrative voices, and this
is when Carlsen vs. Karjakin is at its best.
Kramnik helps readers understand how a
super-grandmaster approaches specific
positions and decisions from a first-person
perspective, and his discussions of match
psychology are particularly illuminating. Alburt
and Crumiller write in a2 more objective, third
person voice, making extensive use of strong
engines to try and reach the truth of key
positions. Their account of Karjakin’s game

10 blunder {56. ... Rhh7?) is a case in point:
the notes run for four dense pages, and they
improve on Giri’s analysis in New in Chess.
When Alburt and Crumiller reference
Kramnik’s contributions and refine them,
adding analytic heft and clarity to his ideas, the
book really hums. There are places, however,
where this interplay breaks down and readers
are left stranded. Consider this position from
game four, where Karjakin has just played:

45. Nd1

TRIVIAL?

Sergey Karjakin

Magnus Carlsen

2016 World Championship (4), New York,
NY, 11152016

2 &
1 EY
1 iy
o |5
a &
2

AFTER 45, Nd1

After Carlsens ...
45. ... f4?

Karjakin was able to build a fortress and,
after nearly 50 more moves, hold the draw. 45.
... Be6 is a clear improvement that should lead
to victory. But how?

Calling the win “trivial’ and “even easter ...
than [he] had thought,” Kramnik states:

“When you have the two bishops, you need
to open up the position. That’s just basic logic.
The winning plan in general is:

I. After ... Be6, White’s knight eventually
needs to come to f2, so Black can put a pawn
on a4, bishop on d5, bishop on ¢7 {White will
probably have his bishop on d4}.

II. Then Black plays ... fxg4 and after Nxg4,
... Kf4. If the knight goes back to f2, then the
pawn travels through g4 to g3, and eventually
promotes. And if Ne3+, then ... Ked, because
the bishop endgame is completely lost. Black
can just invade with the king and then push
the g-pawn.” (77)

This is a very advanced example of what
Mikhail Shereshevsky calls schematic thinking.
Not surprisingly, I struggled to understand it,
“basic logic” or not, and I suspect that most
class players would have similar difficulties.

If Kramnik overshoots his audience here,
Alburt and Crumiller miss in the opposite

Looks at Books / Should | Buy It?

direction. Rather than expanding on Kramnik’s
plan with illustrative variations, they write:
“45. ... Be6 keeps all options open for Black, in
the form of three different plans: [1] play on
thekingside, [2] penetrate with the king in the
center, and [3] penetrate with the king via a
long walk to the queenside. ... A similar concept
can be found in the strategy of ‘playing against
two weaknesses.” {78) This is true as far as it
goes, but it doesn’t help me understand how
to actually win after 45. ... Be6.!

1 do not want to overstate the case, because
in general I think Carlsen vs. Karjakin to be a
very fine work indeed. Still, there are times
when the various commentary tracks—
Kramnik’s deep, “pull no punches” insights,
Alburt’s pedagogical bon mots, and Crumiller’s
engine-verified analysis—don’t quite sync up,
leaving the book slightly at odds with itself
and unclear on what it wants to be. For an
ambitious work like this one, the sin is small
and forgivable.

Many books are described as “labors of love”
by their authors. Carlsen vs. Karjakin is the real
McCoy. Alburt and Crumiller could have
written a perfectly serviceable book on their
own, but by bringing Kramnik on board, they
have produced something special. Certainly
there are some downsides to this level of
authorial investiture—there is no reason to
include pictures of Crumiller’s sets and books
and the repeated mention of other Alburt titles
is tacky—but here again, such minor lapses in
objectivity are justified by the end result.

Carlsen vs. Karjakin is a definitive study of
the 2016 World Chess Championship. Its
authors invested a lot of time, effort, and {I
suspect) money in the book. The layout is
attractive, the book lies flat, and dozens of color
pictures from the match are included.
Ultimately, though, this is a book whose raison

étre is its game analysis, and it’s on that basis
that it really shines.¢

Nota bene: Chess Life Editor Dan Luaas served
as editor for the book under review this month, and
he wrote its Introduction and Epilogue. The opinions
and conclusions within the article are fully mine,
and with the exception of minor grammatical or
stylistic changes, it is identical to what I originally
submitted. — [H

Web extra: Go to uschess.org to see a Holiday
Shogping Guide from John Hartmann focusing on his
recommendations for other world chamgionship match

books.

Interested readers can check this issue’s downloadable
ggn file, available at uschess.org, to see just how
Carlsen could have won. I draw on published analysis
from Chirila, Giri, Lund, and Svidler.

www.uschess.org 1 5
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Brief encounter
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Karjakin-Carlsen: World Championship
play-off, New York 2016
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Books on the world championship matches used to appear regularly,
with some having multiple written accounts. In recent years, though,
these have declined, not least because of the decision by Fidé, the

World Chess Federation, to keep reducing the length of the matches.

‘When Labourdonnais and Macdonnell clashed in London in a series
of contests during 1834, the total number of games played was 85.
This was the first competition which (although it took place over a
series of smaller consecutive events) might be regarded as the
inaugural chess match to pitch the two acknowledged frontrunners of

the day against one another.

The longest world championship match to take place since then was
the first meeting between Karpov and Kasparov, in 1984/1985, which
extended to 48 games. The norm from 1951 onwards had been 24
games, but this has now dwindled to 12. This is one reason why
match books have become less popular, since of those 12, a portion
tend to be colourless draws. The saving grace is the rapid play-off
over four games which comes into force if the main event ends in a

tie.

Sign up to the Best of Coffee House email

A round-up of the best articles from Coffee House from the past

week

Ere el s [ Signvp |

This week’s extract of play is taken from a new book on the

pionship between M Carlsen and Sergei Karjakin from
New York last year. The initial 12 games concluded with honours
even, but the world champion went on to triumph 3-1 in the play-off.
What follows was the first crack in Karjakin’s armour in the shoot-

out games.

Notes are based on those from Carlsen vs Karjakin World Chess
Championship New York 2016 by grandmaster Lev Alburt and
national master Jon Crumiller, published by the Chess Information
and Research Center, New York. The former world champion
Vladimir Kramnik also provides sketches of the key moments of each
game.

30 ... e4 The text-move that may not alter the objective dynamic
equality assessment of the position, but who has time for objectivity?
Black’s pawn sacrifice and ensuing activity are very hard to meet
over-the-board. After the exchange of bishops, the queen will take its
place on e5, controlling the long diagonal and threatening to infiltrate
White's position. 31 dxe4 Bxc3 32 Rxc3 Qe5 33 Rel Ra8 This
position looks bad for White but in fact it is far from over. 34 h3 hé
35 Kh2 Qd4 36 Qel Karjakin’s problems multiply as he takes a
passive stance and misses the opportunity to play 36 e5! Qxe5 37
Bd3 when the long bl-h7 diagonal swiftly provides counterplay via
White’s queen and bishop tandem. Black should proceed with 37 ...
Qe7 38 Kgl (to play Bd3-bl without facing ... Ng4+ followed by ...
Qxe2) 38 ... Kg8 39 Bbl Kf8 40 Qb2 and the chances are equal. 36
... Qb2 37 Bfl White moves closer to the point of no return. It was
essential to play 37 Be2 Ra2 38 e5! and after 38 ... Qxe2 39 Qxe2
Rxe2 40 b6! Nxd5 41 bxe7 Nxc7 42 exd6 Ne6 43 Re8+ Kh7 44 Re8
the game will be drawn as the passed pawn will cost Black his knight.
37 ... Ra2 38 Rxc7 White’s last chance was 38 Rb1. 38 ... Ral
‘White resigns
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A BOOK FOR WHICH

OouU DO

NOT NEED A CHESSBOARD

By Pete Tamburro

There has been a noticeable decline in
great tournament and match books in
recent decades. New York 1924 and
Zurich 1953 (by Bronstein or Najdorf)
are among the memorable we loved from
the distant past. In the 21st century, the
San Luis book stands out. Interestingly,
the Najdorf book and Alekhine book have
been put into algebraic and reformatted
in attractive style by Hanon Russell
in the last few years. Their popularity
demonstrates that chess players are still
desirous of such works.

Those fortunate to have Harry Golombek’s
The World Chess Championship 1948
or World Chess Championship 1954 can
appreciate what we have missed in recent
years. Reaffirming that is the publication of
a beautiful volume of Keres’ book on the
1948 match tournament. Seirawan’s Five
Crowns in 1997 was a quality book, and many
che s consider Tal’s book on his match
with Botvinnik the best of the lot. Individual
tastes will determine the *best’ one,

A new candidate for such honours is
Alburt and Crumiller’s book on last year’s
world championship, There are excellent
notes by the two authors, who are not shy
about using computers, online sources,
other GM acquaintances and magazine
articles to supplement their very clear
analyses, Enhancing it all are the specially
boxed notes and commentary by former
world champ Vladimir Kramnik, who
clearly put great effort into his analysis
and his commentary, 1

It's a 336 page book with, not counting
the three ‘key position’ diagrams at

CARLSEN

SE=EVS.=

_ WORLD CHESS
#59 CHAMPIONSHIP g,
X G

X/

4 NEW YORK 2016
By

~

‘f |
¥ fincludes round-by-round game analysis by

former WORLD CHAMPION Viadimir Kramnik [ .|

the beginning of each game, 244 game
diagrams and 223 analysis diagrams with
about 15 pages of notes per game. Game
ten has 36 pages devoted to it with 30
game diagrams and an astonishing 55
analysis diagrams.

You do not even need a chessboard for this
book, It is the most user-friendly book you
could ask for, and enjoyable for the expert
player and the average chess fan. The
authors take time out to instruct as well.
It is a lavish production, much in colour,
complete with over 100 photos, colour
commentary, the move by move computer
assessment graph we all got used to seeing
at the match, the detailed rules and an
opening index,

Anyone who loves chess should have this
on their bookshelf!
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Jon Grumiller
and Lew alburt,
authoes of
“Canssn s,
Katjakirt' book
Fhoto by Stevan
Dobrojavic.

at me and said, “Lev, T'm 72.
What can they dotome2?*”

H Do you think we will
bave an American world
champlon {o the near future?
Why or why pot?

Tith So, Makamura, and
Caruana we have three in the
top ten. Caruana might be best
with Nakamura very close - he
has stamina. T hope we get a
champion. So and Caruana are
already in the Candidates. Tt's
possible but not very likely.

A chance that one of our two
participants wins Candidates
and then beat WMagnus are
about twelve percent (justa
Ruess, of course).

B What are your plans for
the future?

Keapimgon a cerem kweln
s2ll and promote my books and
new editions — some are in their
St edition. T will continue to
give lessons. Tlike my free fime
toread a book, go to Russian
Testaurams, read hstory and
communicate with great minds

whenever T have achance.
Forinstance, T would love 1
meet Thomas Sowe |, my most
favorite wrier. As far T know
he's a chess player and one of
out greatest thin kers.

Tn the &0s my jobwas to
educak people and policy
makers about the USSR and
help defeciors. Mow, T would
like to contribute to beter
understanding between the US
and the Russia. Also, T would
like to write about socialism
and communism. Tthink that
the real source of all socialisms
isenvy, driven by slogans like
“ty the rich,” “expropriate the
eyproprianrs,” (Mane), “sral
the stoken® {Lenim), up to Pol
Pot's Killing Fields where
“faiTness and equality” reign.

The second elementisa
telief m central planning and
levelting, which suppoead |y can
solve all problems. Tpersonally
prefer Hayek, Friedman and
their free market. For me, the
key word in free market is free.
And when you are free, life can
be truly enjoyable.

. CARASEM
1 RRRIAKIN

Postscript:

As along-time book reviewer and rare book callector, T
hawe tocomment an Carken ve. Karjakin World Chess
Championship Mew York 2016 by GM Lev 4lburt and
M Jon Crumiller. Wy heart, for years, has belonged to
Tal's matchbook on his victory over Botrimik. That has
now changed. Thisis the best match book T've ever seen.
There are excellent noks by the two authors, who are not
shy about using computers, anline sources and magazine
athickes 1o supplement their very clear anahyses. Enhancing
itall are the specially boved notes and commentary by
former world champ Vladimir Kramnik, who clearhy put
great effort mto his analysis and his commentary.

Tt's a 336 page book with, not counting the three *key
pocinon” diagrams at the begmning of each game, 244
pamediagrams and 223 analysts diagrams with about
15 pages of nates per game. G ame ®n has 36 pages
devokrd toit with 30 game diagrams and an astonishing
55 analysis diagrams. You donoteven need a chessboard
for this book. The authors take fime out o mstruct
aswell. Ome exampke T' 1l use with my student & an
amnalysis diagram with an endgame {page 75) where they
take fime cut 1 explain a three-sependgame plan for
winning that type of game.

Ttis a lavish production, much in color, complkete
with over 100 phots, color commentary, the move by
move computer assessment graph we all got used to
seeing at the match, the detsiled Tukes and an opening
index. Anyone who loves chess should have thison their
bookshelf.

AMERICAN CHESS HOGAZINE | WINTER 2007/2008 122

Final Page from Article on GM Lev AlbyRecember 2017

Carlsen vs. Karjakifi Advertisements, Book Reviews, and Awards as of December 2018

26



BOOK REVIEWS

Carlsen vs. Karjakiri World Chess Championship New York 2016
by Lev Alburt and Jon Crumiller

CARLSE

2=ys,
KARJAKIN

WORLD CHESS

%35, CHAMPIONSHIP

§

L)

SEAN MARSH

CHESIMAGAZINE

iihiisTMienithis
New Releases

Carlsen vs. Karjakin
Lev Alburt and Jon Crumiller,
336 pages, CIRC
RRP £24.95 SUBSCRIBERS £22.45

It is a long time since Ray Keene’s books
about world title matches were ‘instant’
productions, typically hitting the bookstores
just a couple of days after the last pawns had
been pushed. In the pre-Internet days this
was an astonishing achievement and | always
looked forward to playing through the games
of each match as soon as possible.

In this greatly accelerated world, it is
somewhat ironic that we now see a book about
the 2016 title bout appearing in 2018. Such a
book cannot afford to be lazy in either content
or production values. Another modem irony is
that despite the veritable bonanza of
information being available to everyone, people
forget things extremely quickly and now,
looking back, 2016 seems a long time ago —
especially as we are feeling the excitement build
for another title match in November.

Yet Carlsen came close to losing his crown
in this match, drawing 6-6 in the initial 12
games (one win each and 10 draws), and only
managing to seize a decisive match advantage
in the four subsequent rapidplay tie-break
games, scoring two draws and two wins.
Karjakin, very much the underdog, certainly
had his chances. Clearly the match requires a
serious analysis and not just to be forgotten.

The first impression of the book is very
favourable. There are lots of fine photographs
and very good use of colour for box-outs,
diagrams representing key moments from
each game and graphs showing the
assessments of strong computers. Another
good use of colour comes at the very end of
the book, in the index of openings. Yellow
picks out a change of move from the previous
games. Stylistically, the book is in great shape
and great attention has clearly been devoted
to the visual appeal.

As though to partly justify the time taken
to bring this work to the public, the preface
makes it clear that “The authors of this book
had the advantage of being able to spend
many hours, days, and even months to
analyze the games” and this analysis was
helped by Komodo and Stockfish, “as well as
prior analysis by top grandmasters” to give all
of the games a very thorough examination.

The book carries yet another ace up its
sleeve in the form of Vladimir Kramnik, who
provides a seven-page overview of the match

at the start and then appears in a significant
number of box-outs offering ‘Vlad's Viewpoint’
throughout the rest of the book.

Kramnik’s comments are invariably
interesting. Game 12 was a dull draw as both
players clearly preferred to trust themselves in
the tie-break mini-match. Kramnik opines that
“When playing as world champion, | wouldn't
feel like | have the right to play for a quick and
easy draw, espedially with White. You owe it to
your opponent, you owe it to the public, and
last but not least, you owe it to yourself. You
are the best player in the world, you are world
champion, and you need to stand in front of
the mirror and say to yourself. I have to go and
fight, | am supposed to be the best, | have to
accept this challenge. Maybe | will lose, but |
will still do it.™

Later, summing up the match, he says,
“Sergey was a bit too shy to win the match. If
he had been just a little bit more arrogant, so
to speak, maybe he would be world champion
now. So that’s a good lesson for him for the
next cycle. He should have been more
confident, more aggressive in his attitude, in
a good way, in a sporting way.”

It is not often one world champion feels
relaxed enough to discuss, in depth, a title
match played by others and | found Kramnik's
contributions to this book to be fascinating
and highly instructive. He is certainly not shy
about criticising the moves and plans of the
players at appropriate moments, such as this
one, from the seventh game.

S.Karjakin-M.Carlsen
World Championship (Game 7),
New York 2016

Carlsen slipped with 16...2c8 (16..2b8,

16..2a7 and 16..a5 all preserve Black's
edge) and Karjakin jumped in with 17 &f6+
2xf6 18 &xb7 £xal 19 £xb4 then
gained a pawn and an advantage (but the
game was drawn after 33 moves). In the
words of Kramnik, 16..2c8 was “Another
totally unexplainable move. It’s probably just
equal already, but after 16 ..Zc8, how could
Magnus have missed 17 &f6+? Because
after 17 &f6+, Black can only hope for a
draw as he has no winning chances
whatsoever. Not to mention that he is losing
a pawn by force, but even if he missed that,
why play 16 ...Ec8 anyway? There are many
moves that are completely safe. It's
absolutely mystifying.”

There is no shortage of diagrams, that's
for sure. The number peaks at nine across a
double-page spread for the delicate two
bishops and two pawns versus rook and three
pawns ending of the second tie-break game.
At one point, Boris Gulko pops up in a box-
out to suggest such an ending is usually
drawn, simply because “The two bishops
cannot attack the same pawn!”.

This is a very fine book and it should be of
great interest to anyone who follows world
championship chess. The analysis is excellent
and accessible to all, the production values are
very high and this can be seen as the definitive
work on this particular match. Recommended!

Sean Marsh

The Modernized Reti
Adrien Demuth, 439 pages
Thinkers Publishing
RRP £28.95 SUBSCRIBERS £26.05

Thinkers Publishing have changed their
schedule from sporadic to borderline prolific
and have recently released a number of
interesting books on openings, middlegames
and endgames.

They continue with their slightly unusual
subjects by offering a big book on the Reti
Opening. In former times, the idea of looking

March 2018
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