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Stauntonôs Chess Columns in the ILN 

Stauntonôs chess columns consisted mainly of his responses to 

pseudonymous ñcorrespondentsò ï although it is readily apparent 

that Staunton himself would often pose as a correspondent in 

order to advance his own opinion or to advertise products. 

Howard Staunton is generally regarded 

as having been the worldôs strongest 

chessplayer from 1843 to 1851. 

In 1845, the Illustrated London News 

introduced Howard Staunton as its 

new chess column editor. 

From 1845 until his death in 1874, 

Staunton wrote over 1440 columns 

for the Illustrated London News. 
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Stauntonôs Chess Columns in the ILN 

Correspondents 

Prior Solution  

New Problem 
(mate in x) 

Game 

Rules of Chess 

Problems and Solutions 

Hot Topics 

Sales & Marketing 

Insults 
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1840 1850 1860 1870 

Timeline 

1843 

Staunton 

defeats 

Saint-Amant 

1849 

The Staunton 

Chess-men 

introduced 

1858 

Morphy 

challenges 

Staunton 

Howard Staunton wrote about many 

chess topics, but this presentation is 

limited to topics that will be of most 

interest to CCI members:  chess sets 

and boards, chess tidbits, and some of 

Stauntonôs memorable personality traits. 

1851 
The London 
International 

Chess 
Tournament 

1845 

Staunton’s 

ILN column 

begins 

1874 

Staunton’s 

death 
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The Staunton Chess-men 

1850-Apr-06 

1849-Sept-08 
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The Staunton Chess-men 

1853-Jan-01 they have superseded all the patterns hitherto in use. 
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The Staunton Chess-men 

1855-July-14 
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The Staunton Chess-board The Staunton Chess- 

1850-Jul-06 

s 
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Edinburgh Upright 
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Wedgwood / Flaxman 
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The Philidor Chessmen by George Merrifield 

Photo courtesy of Frank Camaratta 
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Crusader Chess-men by Thomas Staight 

l a h 

a e e o 
t e 
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Crusader Chess- 

By the way, there was also a Crusader chess table in the 1851 Exhibition 

table 
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Other Chess Set Patterns 

Kholmogory (& other Russian) 

Dieppe 
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The Evolving Rules of Chess 

Stalemate: Draw or Loss? 

1863-Feb-28 

1853-Oct-13 

Who Moves First? 

1871-Jan-28 
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The Evolving Rules of Chess 

ñCheck!ò 

1851-Feb-08 

1852-Jan-27 

Castling 

1854-Oct-07 

1847-June-12 
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Insults and Acrimony 

e o 
p o e d 

o o e 
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Solving a Mystery 

1845-Feb-15 

éor did his 

column actually 

start earlier? 

1844-Dec-21 

1844-Nov-16 

? ? ? 
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The Changing Times 

1864-Feb-27 

1857-Nov-28 

LOTHARIO – We are not aware of 

any Chess Club in England where 

Here we have a Chess Problem composed 

in Siberia, 2500 miles from St. Petersburgh, 

printed in London, commented on in Bengal,  
and the comment published in London – 

all within six months!  

ladies are admissible as membersé 
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The Final Checkmate 
1874-June-27 

1874-July-04 

2010-Sept-06 
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Stauntonôs Chess Columns in the ILN 

The ILLUSTRATED LONDON NEWS 1842-1875 

• I have acquired all issues of 

ILN from 1842 through 1875 

 

• Howard Stauntonôs ILN 

columns have all been 

photographed and posted 

on the web 

 

• Iôve created a spreadsheet 

with ñkeywordsò in order to 

search his columns for 

interesting topics and 

comments 

• The spreadsheet and Stauntonôs ILN columns are available to you 

as a courtesy.  Simply download the Excel spreadsheet from 

 www.chessreference.com/Projects/StauntonColumnSpreadsheet.xls  

http://www.chessreference.com/Projects/StauntonColumns.xls
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