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Editors Comments 

 

I was contacted recently by a CCI member, who said he had a substantial article 
on the Staunton Chessmen, which was part of a larger project. So we decided to 
produce this magazine issue dedicated to Howard Staunton and the iconic 
Staunton Chessmen, with this intriguing article as the main focus. 

I know there are many Staunton enthusiasts out there who will enjoy reading 
this issue, but to those members who like to see a variety of chess designs, I 
assure you we will be back to normal in the next issue.  

Send in your comments to the editor either via the magazine website (See back 
page) or directly to: jimjoannou1@virginmedia.com 

Front Cover 

Howard  Staunton. (1810 – 1874) 

Members Section 

It is with regret that we have heard of the passing of yet another CCI member. 
London Chess Dealer Garrick Colman died in February this year. An obituary 
by Frank Cameratta can be found here: 

http://www.chess-museum.com/remembering-garrick-coleman-by-frank-
camaratta.html 
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Date of 
Event 

                                                    Description of Event 

1 March 
1849 

Nathaniel Cook/Cooke, a publisher and a founding 25% proprietor of the Illustrated 
London News (“ ILN”), acting through a professional designs agent, obtained a three-year 
copyright under the Ornamental Designs Act, 1842 for a design of chessmen (not yet 
named the Staunton Chessmen) of which he was the sole proprietor. The design could 
qualify for registration only if new and original and not previously published. The 
copyright only covered the chessmen that were carefully depicted in the registration 
drawing and only protected chessmen made in wood (not ivory or bone).  The registration 
may have been made only for its publicity value. The Staunton Chessmen were the first 
chessmen to be registered under the 1842 Act. To obtain extra protection against imitation 
of the design, recourse was had to a complex system of marking and labelling, such as was 
used in marketing patent medicines, but not chessmen.  Staunton’s signature on each label 
authenticated the genuineness of the Staunton Chessmen that were made by the two 
authorised manufacturers..  Howard Staunton was the chess editor of the ILN. In this 
important weekly newspaper the Staunton Chessmen would be publicised in Staunton’s 
chess column and advertised by the other participants in the Staunton Chessmen Venture. 
This was one of the first British product promotions endorsed by a sport celebrity. 

 During the period from 1st March to 29th September 1849, it is likely that Nathaniel 
Cooke made the arrangements with Howard Staunton, John Jaques, William 
Leuchars and Wedgwood and Sons by which the Staunton Chessmen and their 
accessories would be named, produced, labelled, publicised, advertised, sold and 
distributed. Each of these participants would then make arrangements to fulfil his 
own role in the Staunton Chessmen Venture.  

8 Sept 1849 The Staunton chess column prematurely announced the forthcoming “Staunton 
Chessmen” without, however, explaining why the Chessmen were so named, and without 
describing the chessmen and their accessories or where they might be obtained.  The 
readers of the chess column must have known or assumed that the name was that of 
Howard Staunton, but until 6th November many were left guessing why the chessmen were 
named after the editor of this chess column. By then, however, well-informed persons 
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already knew that Staunton had designed the chessmen. 
22 Sept 1849 The Staunton chess column provided the first indication of where the Staunton Chessmen 

might be seen and purchased. This was the office of Staunton’s own Chess Player’s 
Chronicle.(CPC). No mention made of Jaques, the manufacturer of the Chessmen in ivory 
and wood or of the other manufacturer, Wedgwood and Sons.   

29 Sept 1849 The Staunton chess column announced the launch of the Staunton Chessmen declaring 
that they were “incomparably superior to any others we have ever seen.” First mention of 
Jaques, who was identified as the manufacturer. Leuchars and unidentified “chess-board-
makers” in London were said to be retail sources of the chessmen. The lack of specific 
information about retail sources of the Chessmen caused a flood of inquiries addressed to 
Staunton concerning  the whereabouts of the Chessmen.  

29 Sept 1849 First advertisement (in the ILN) of the “registered” Staunton Chessmen available for 
purchase  in various sizes and prices  in ivory, wood (box and ebony) and “Wedgewood 
[sic] Carrara” and sold in box of either mahogany or carton pierre with text by author of 
Chess-player’s Handbook  [i.e. Staunton]. Unclear who placed this advertisement, which 
named only Leuchars and neglected to mention Jaques.  Staunton identified as the author 
of the text-book but not named directly. 

13 Oct 1849 The Staunton chess column for the first time identified H. Staunton’s signature as 
authenticating the genuineness of the “new pattern” of chessmen.  First mention of 
Leuchars’ folding leather chess board ornamented in carton pierre “to be ready in a few 
days.” The folding chess board, however, was not available for purchase until 13th 
December.  

20 Oct 1849 The Staunton chess column disparaged manufacturers of chessmen and current patterns of 
chessmen in stating:  “For most part, the Chess-men intended for play  (we say nothing of 
the merely ornamental ones, such as Flaxman’s or the Oriental gimcracks) have been 
designed by the manufacturers alone; and they, knowing nothing of the requirements of 
the game, have given us patterns as ugly and as inappropriate as could well be conceived. 
The first attempt to combine utility with something like beauty of form was made a few 
years back in the ‘Edinburgh Men.’ These were evidently designed by a player; and, with 
them, we have found very difficult combinations much less confused and perplexing than 
with the other men in use. Unfortunately, however, they want stability.  In the leading 
pieces, the base is too small for the pillar, and one is in constant fear of their toppling 
over.....” 

3 Nov 1849 The Staunton chess column mentioned Lund as another  retail source of Staunton 
Chessmen. William Lund was a London manufacturer of chessmen. 

6 Nov 1849 Long articles were published in the Morning Herald and the Evening Standard by an 
unidentified writer (as was then usual in news reports) announcing and praising the details 
of the new Staunton Chessmen. They also sought to explain that the Chessmen were 
published “under the auspices of  Mr. Staunton, who observing their manifest superiority 
over the old figures in ordinary use, not only as works of art, but in the more practical 
necessities of convenience, has vouchsafed the guarantee of his name and 
recommendation; and his royal approval will, no doubt, have its due weight in 
encouraging their circulation in chess circles.”�These articles and others (the Morning 
Chronicle on 8th November 1849 and The Times on 9th November 1849) served as 
templates for similar but shorter notices in seven other British newspapers in 1849 and 
1850.  

13 Nov 1849 The Liverpool Mercury reported on a meeting of the Liverpool Chess Club at which it was 
resolved that a gift should be made to the club’s departing secretary of “a set of large ivory 
chessmen, of the pattern designed by Mr. Staunton....” The article was reprinted in the ILN 
of 17th November. The latter was seen in Paris, France, where, in its December 1849 issue, 
the chess magazine, La Régence, Journal des Échecs, reported at p. 369 that the Liverpool 
chess club upon the departure of its secretary had given him an ivory set of chessmen 
“dans le modèle désigné par M. Staunton.” 

17 Nov 1849 Advertisement in the Daily News.  Its text was essentially same as the first advertisement 
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of 29th Sept, except that Leuchars was replaced with  “MESSRS JAQUES, Hatton-garden 
and all dealers in turnery.“ It was presumably intended to benefit Jaques and 
counterbalance the advertisement of 29th Sept, but it still failed to correctly identify 
Jaques’ role as manufacturer and wholesale supplier.  It mentioned Staunton’s text book 
and the “unique” carton pierre box but omitted naming Leuchars. It is unclear who placed 
this advertisement, which was not repeated.  As of this date, no advertisement had 
identified any retail sources of the chessmen other than three in London.  

24 Nov 1849  Advertisement placed in the Oxford Chronicle and Reading Advertiser by Spiers & Son 
(sales agents named in a subsequent Jaques advertisement  on 28 Sept 1850) stating  (in 
part): “TO CHESS PLAYERS.  SPIERS & SON respectfully invite an inspection of their 
large Stock of CHESSMEN & BOARDS comprising among other varieties the new and 
elegant set designed by H. Staunton, Esq., the celebrated chess player; the Club Chessmen 
and Boards used by the St. George’s and other Clubs, the Edinburgh and other 
descriptions, in ivory, bone, wood, and Carrara....”  This advertisement was carried in four 
newspapers that served  Oxford and the surrounding counties and was repeated several  
times each year until December 1854 and occasionally thereafter, the last time being in 
February 1858 (see Figures 2 and 3 above).. Thereafter, to make space for newer 
products, this description was abbreviated to “Staunton’s Chessmen. ” At least two other 
Jaques sales agents regularly used the terms “Staunton’s Chessmen” to imply that the 
chessmen were Howard Staunton’s own chessmen.  

After 20 Oct 
1849 

Following the receipt of  a letter dated 20 October 1849 from an unnamed London 
correspondent, the Berliner Schachzeitung at p. 378 informed the German public that  “... 
der englische Chess-Matador Staunton, nachdem er in theoretischer und practischer Weise 
das Spiel so ungemein gehoben, nun seine Aufmerksamheit der Verbesserung der 
Schachfiguren  zugewendet und ein Spiel hergestellt hat, das die jetzt gebrauchten bald 
ganz verdrängen wird.  Die vorzuge sind Dauerhaftigkeit, bequeme Gr� sse, sch� ne 
Ausdrucksfolle Zeichnung und – für England wenisgstens – billiger Preis.....” 

13 Dec 1849 Advertisement in the Morning Chronicle by William Leuchars announcing his folding 
chess board (ornamented with carton pierre) for the Staunton Chessmen. This 
advertisement was repeated seven times in the  next thirty days, presumably to make up 
for the delay in the launch of this board, which had been produced to match the carton 
pierre box designed by Joseph Lionel Williams. The carton pierre elements were probably 
produced by George Jackson & Sons, the London specialists in this material. 

15 Dec 1849 The Staunton chess column stated that “the Staunton Chess-men in the beautiful material 
called Carrara are manufactured by Messrs Wedgwood, of Staffordshire. You may obtain 
them, we believe, at 27, King William-street.” This was the address of Staunton’s CPC.  
In the next months, in Staunton’s chess column mentioned Wedgwood Carrara another 
eight times until the last time on 8 June 1850. 

29 Dec 1849 Advertisement in the ILN. Possibly John Jaques’ first advertisement of the Staunton 
Chessmen, but perhaps placed by Cooke.  It mentioned Wedgwood Carrara and Staunton’s 
Text-book. This advert was repeated four times, last on 12th Oct 1850, when Wedgwood 
Carrara would be named for the last time in any ILN advertisement, although it would be 
named in advertisements by retail vendors in other newspapers until February 1858.  

  
1  June 1850 Advertisement in the ILN perhaps placed by Jaques quoting four favourable newspaper 

notices of the Staunton Chessmen in the “unique” carton pierre box. First advertisement to 
correctly identify Jaques as manufacturer and wholesaler. It omitted mention of Staunton’s 
text-book. This advertisement was repeated six times in the ILN through to 19th October. 
Jaques placed two similar but shorter advertisements in The Times on 25th Sept and 19th 
Oct 1850. 

19 June 
1850 

Advertisement in the ILN. Placed by John Joseph Mechi to announce his new “Staunton 
Terrace Chess-board” for use with the Staunton Chessmen with label signed by Howard 
Staunton.   In a letter to Mechi dated 14th May 1850, Staunton had consented to having his 
signature used to authenticate his endorsement of this non-folding chess board. Mechi 
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subsequently advertised this board as having been “expressly sanctioned and adopted by 
Mr. Staunton himself.” 

28 Sept 1850 Advertisement in the ILN, perhaps placed by Jaques., stating:  “The Staunton Registered 
Chessmen made with the entire approval, and under the sanction, of the celebrated player, 
Howard Staunton, Esq., have now become the only recognised pattern among Chess-
players.” It named eleven retail sales agents, eight of which were outside London.. The 
London agents were Leuchars, Lund and (for the first time) Mechi, but the Office of the 
CPC was not named. It correctly identified Jaques as manufacturer and wholesaler. 

19 Oct 1850 Advertisement in the ILN perhaps placed by Jaques.  Similar to the advertisement of 1st 
June 1850 except additional information about prices, including an additional large “Club 
size” priced at £10. 10s. This advertisement was repeated on 26th October 
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 “ Complaints of the delay experienced in procuring the new Chess-men in country places are 
continually reaching us. We should recommend all parties who find any difficulty in getting them 
to address a line to the Editor of the Chess-Player’s Chronicle, 27, King William-street, Charing-
cross.” 
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“The best men unquestionably, and in the long run the cheapest, are the new ones, but their success 
has led to many imitations; the heads of Chess Clubs should be cautious, therefore, and on no 
account buy any without first being assured that each box has the descriptive label with the 
autograph signature at the bottom.” 
 

In the following years, such warnings were constantly repeated in Jaques 
advertisements right up to the end of the century, but the existence of such 
imitations is seldom mentioned in  analyses and classifications of the Staunton 
Chessmen. 
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“It has occurred to us, that much of the irksomeness which learners complain of in this task, would 
be lessened, if some symbol such as a crown, a diadem, or filet, surmounted the King’s Rook and 
Knight, to distinguish them from the same pieces on the Queen’s side. While examining a printed 
game, the Bishops, moving on squares of an opposite colour, are easily recognisable to the end, but 
the repetition of ‘King’s Rook takes Queen’s Knight,’ ‘Queen’s Knight checks,’ and the like 
occasions incalculable trouble to the inexperienced Chess Player. – We throw out this suggestion 
at random, but have very little doubt that the makers of Chess-men would find it to their account to 
manufacture some pieces after the fashion here recommended.” 
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“In playing over the several demonstrations his labour will be greatly lightened and his progress 
facilitated by the use of the Chessmen to which we have alluded. To say nothing of their 
unquestioned superiority in form and proportions to all others intended for actual play, the happy 
thought of distinguishing the Pieces appertaining to the King, so that no confusion can arise 
throughout the longest game between the King’s Rook and Knight and those belonging to the 
Queen  renders them peculiarly adapted for the purposes of Chess Analysis; and is of itself 
sufficient, we hope, to entitle them to the preference of those amateurs who are seeking to improve 
their play.” 
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Auction Review 

 

 

 

 

Gorringes Auctions in the 
UK have recently had a 
Staunton Club size Jaques 
ivory set in a presentation 
box. Dated to 1900-1910 it 
was estimated at £2000-
£3000 (2575Euro – 
3850Euro, $2900 - $4350) 

�

McKenzies Auctioneers in 
Claremont, Australia, offered 
for sale a Jaques Boxwood 
and Ebony set in it’s original 
box, dated C1920’s. 
Estimated at AUD600 – 
AUD900 (£320 - £475, 
400Euro – 600 Euro, $460 - 
$685) 

�
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A mid19th C Jaques Staunton ivory set with a cartonpierre casket box was 
offered at auction by Bonhams, Knightsbridge, London which sold for £5625 
(7220 Euro, $8140). 

 

Listed on ebay the following Boxwood and ebony, Jaques chess set has 3.5 inch kings which 
are marked “Jaques London” 
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Quality Sets Available 
 
Due to advancing age, long time CCI member Malcolm Smith is in the process of downsizing 
his collection of chess sets, and about 200 sets are offered for sale. 
Some of the better ones include eleven ANRI sets:  10.3/4” Monsalvat, 5.3/4” Monsalvat, 
Versailles, Musketeers, Nefertiti, Far West (Army v. Indians), King Richard, Elsinore, 
Modern Staunton, Space Age and the beautiful colored antiqued crackle finish Monsalvat in 
gold flake presentation chest. 
 There is an original issue Lladro, a Machin Wedgwood in blue and black jasper in 
presentation box and board.  Also included are several ANRI Toriart sets including the rare 
Juan Ferrandez. Other sets include four or five by the Franklin Mint; many of the low cost but 
exquisitely detailed Summit sets.  There are porcelain sets and playing sets by Drueke, 
Jaques, House of Staunton, plus many decorative civil war and revolutionary war etc.  
 
Just email Malcolm at runner123ms@gmail.com and he will email an Excel spreadsheet with 
details of all sets offered, then on request, he will email high quality photos of any sets that 
may interest you. 
The sets will also be offered over a period of time on eBay.  Check the user name:   
‘ChessQueen_2015’   (Malcolm’s daughter-in-law.) 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

The English Heritage “Blue Plaque” 
outside the house where Howard Staunton 
lived at:  

117 Lansdowne Road, Kensington & 
Chelsea, London W11 


