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A Quick Introduction

My collection focuses on antique / antiquarian chess items:

Timers
Sets

Books

Boards

…etc.

Jon Crumiller

Princeton, New Jersey USA

Tournament player since 1972

Chess collector since late 2002
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A Quick Introduction

Today we’ll look at some helpful resources for chess collectors:

The London Directories The Auction Catalog Project
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The London Directories

Antique chess collecting often uncovers more questions than answers.

William Lund?  Thomas Lund?

John Barr?

Miles &

Edwards?

Edwards

& Jones?

W. Howard?

J. Feltham?

??

John Calvert?     Dorothy Calvert?
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The London Directories

However, there are some excellent sources of information for solving 

the mysteries of chess manufacturers and retailers of prior eras.  

Here is an important resource that can help clarify the Victorian 

London chess scene:  The London Directories.

Merchant Directories

Trade Directories

Post Office Directories

Street Directories

Business Directories

Shipping Directories

Telephone Books

18th 19th 20th century
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The London Directories

1750 1800 1850 1900 1950

Each Directory provides an accurate snapshot of status, location(s), 

and trade(s) of the relevant people for that given year.
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1750 1800 1850 1900 1950

The London Directories

By obtaining Directory entries over a period of time, these snapshots 

come together to provide a fuller reference for each person.

1805 Blissatt, Edw. turner and toyman, 209, Piccadilly

1808 Blissatt Edward, Turner and Toyman, 209, Piccadilly

1809 Blissatt Edward, Turner and Toyman, 209, Piccadilly

1811 Blissatt Edw. turner , &c. 209, Piccadilly

1814 Blissatt Edward, Turner and Toyman, 209, Piccadilly

1815 Blissatt Edward, Turner and Toyman, 209, Piccadilly

1816 Blissatt Edward, Turner & Toyman, 209, Piccadilly

1817 Blissatt Edw. turner & toyman, 209, Piccadilly

1819 Blissatt Edward, Turner & Toyman, 209, Piccadilly

1821 Blissatt Edward, Turner and Toyman, 206, Piccadilly

1822 Blissatt Edward, (and turner) 206 Piccadilly [Toy Dealers--Retail.]

1823 Blissatt Edward, Turner and Toyman, 206, Piccadilly

Phillips Auction Catalog 2000-Nov-07
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1791 – 1821

1822 – 1839

1791 – 1821

1822 – 1835

The London Directories

Using the London Directory date ranges as “anchors,” one can find 

corroborating evidence of dates and events in other sources, such as 

The Times, the Illustrated London News, and the National Archives.

1750 1800 1850 1900 1950

The Times – February 7, 1840

Calvert

1791 Calvert John Ivory Turner, 189, Fleet-street

1793 Calvert John Ivory Turner 189, Fleet-street

1794 Calvert John, Ivory & Hard Wood Turner, 189, Fleet 

street
.
.
.

1819 Calvert John, Turner & Dealer in Ivory, 189, Fleet Street

1821 Calvert John, Turner & Dealer in Ivory, 189, Fleet-street

1822 *Calvert Dorothy, 189 Fleet Street [Turners; * marked 

thus are Hard Wood and Ivory Turners]

1823 Calvert Dorothy, 189 Fleet-st [Ivory and Hard Wood 

Turners.]
.
.
.

1838 Calvert D. & Son, Ivory turners, 189 Fleet st

1839 Calvert Dorothy (Mrs.), Turner & Dealer in Ivory,189 

Fleet st.

Calvert chess sets 1791 – 1839

John Calvert

Dorothy Calvert

The Times – January 29, 1822

The Times – July 24, 1835
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The London Directories

The chronology of London-based Victorian chess manufacturers and 

retailers becomes clear with the use of many sequential Directories.

hardcopy

electronic image

microfilm

microfiche

online

I’ve extracted the applicable entries for all identified Victorian London-based chess 

manufacturers and retailers –

• 136 London Directories spanning the years 1765-1979, with no significant gaps 

from late 18th century to mid 20th century

• 84 chess manufacturers & retailers

• Approximately 4000 entries

ALL

1750 1800 1850 1900 1950
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The London Directories

The chronology of London-based Victorian chess manufacturers and 

retailers becomes clear with the use of many sequential Directories.

Introducing… a grid of these Directory entries – the London Grid.



Informative Resources for Chess Collectors – v2.8 © Copyright Jonathan B. Crumiller 201011

The London Directories

Proximity and manufacturing-retailing patterns also becomes clear 

with the use of sequential London Directories, coupled with 

geocoding of addresses based on contemporary London maps.
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The London Directories

Based on the street addresses and geocoding with Victorian maps, 

we can see the view from William Lund’s store at 24 Fleet street.

Calvert 189 Fleet st

188  Fleet  Street
190  Fleet  Street
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The London Directories

How accurately can we date this set?

George Merrifield

11 Great Turnstile

1819 – 1828
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Next on the Agenda…

The London Directories The Auction Catalog Project
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The Auction Catalog Project

Chess collecting can bring more questions than answers.

• Haven’t I seen this Kholmogory set somewhere before?

• That type of French faience set and board is supposedly 

rare.  How rare?

• Have the Spanish Pulpit sets risen in value?  What’s their 

overall trend?  What about other types of sets?

• Hmmm… there’s a chessboard by Edward Blissatt.  Have 

any other Blissatt chess items ever turned up?

• What was the hammer price of that French figural set in 

the Cholet auction?

• What are the relative price ranges of Jaques ivory sets – 11cm, 10cm, 9cm, 8cm?

• I recall seeing another set with that same type of bishop, but where and when?

• I’ve just acquired an interesting set.  Has this particular set ever sold in auction?

• How much have similar sets sold for in the past?

• I’m sure I’ve seen an unusual Soviet Propaganda set – but not in porcelain.  It 

was definitely ivory.
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The Auction Catalog Project

It’s almost impossible to remember what, when, how much…

…until now.
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The Auction Catalog Project

A step-by-step explanation of how the project came to fruition:

1 2 3 4
Consolidate the 

information into a 

database with 

chess auction 

lots, photographs, 

exchange rates, 

and inflation 

rates.

Photograph all 

catalog pages 

that have chess 

auction lots.

Create a 

spreadsheet 

that chess 

collectors can 

use to find 

auction lots.

Acquire as many 

chess auction 

catalogs as 

possible, using 

the “three-B” 

technique: 

Buy, Beg, Borrow

112 catalogs
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The Auction Catalog Project
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The Auction Catalog Project

What are the top 5 chess set patterns in the auction catalogs?

#3  Barleycorn#2  Chinese#1  Staunton #4  Selenus #5  “Burmese”
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The Auction Catalog Project

Who are the top 5 chess manufacturers in the auction catalogs?

Anri

#3

Meissen

#2

Jaques

#1

BCC

#4

Cy Endfield

#5
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The Auction Catalog Project

bone

#3

wood

#2

ivory

#1

metal

#4

porcelain

#5

What are the top 5 materials (in the catalogs) used to make chess sets?
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The Auction Catalog Project

It is even possible to compute the value of Jaques ivory sets over time.

4.4” ivory

3.5” ivory

3.0” ivory

Values are 

given in 

today’s 

GBP based 

on inflation 

rates
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The Auction Catalog Project

…As well as other types of sets.

Values are 

given in 

today’s 

GBP based 

on inflation 

rates
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OK – we’ve covered today’s topics, so…

The London Directories The Auction Catalog Project
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Informative Resources for Chess Collectors

Thanks to the following people who contributed one or more catalogs 

for the Auction Catalog Project:

Peter Armit

Mick Deasey

Ole Drønen

Alan Fersht

Billy and Hope Levene

Michael Mark

Floyd and Bernice Sarisohn

(I hope I remembered everyone)

You may download these resources from the following web folder:

www.chessreference.com/projects

These projects took a lot of time and effort, so 

attribution is appreciated.

Thank you for your time and attention today!
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