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NOTES: 
 

• These instructions are based on Microsoft Excel 2007.  
If you have a different version of Excel, then the 
screen snapshots will not match your version, but you 
should be able to use the same functional capabilities 
in your version of Excel. 
 

• The spreadsheet includes only those auction lots that 
contain some type of chess-related item.  (Chess 
variants such as Makrook, Shogi, and Tsiang Ki are 
included.) 

This instruction manual is intended to help you use the Catalog Project spreadsheet.  Please 
send your comments and feedback on the Catalog Project spreadsheet and this instruction 
manual to me at jon@crumiller.com . 

• It is important to remember that auction lots can consist of multiple items, so each 
piece of lot-specific data may pertain to multiple items. 

mailto:jon@crumiller.com
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When you first open the CatalogProject.xls file, the entire list of auction lots appears: 
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Each field from ItemType to TodaysUSD has a little pull-down box next to it.  These pull-
down boxes allow filtering of the auction lots using specified criteria. 

Let’s see how to use these filters by taking an example.  Suppose we want to locate all 
auction lots for Jaques Staunton club-size ivory sets. 
 

Therefore the criteria we would use is: 
 

Manufacturer contains  Jaques 
Pattern  contains  Staunton 
Size_cm  is greater than 10.5 
Material  contains  ivory 
ItemType  contains  set 
 

Why would we use the ‘contains’ verb rather than ‘is equal to’?  The reason is that some 
auction lots consist of multiple items, and in those cases the descriptive text for the items is 
contained within each column.  For example, if an auction lot consisted of a Jaques 
Staunton club-size ivory set and a Leuchars board, then ItemType would be “set and board” 
(as opposed to just “set”).  Hence we need to say that the ItemType ‘contains’ set.  The 
same logic applies to other fields. 
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So let’s proceed by entering the filter criteria.  First we’ll select Jaques as the Manufacturer. 

Click on the down-arrow in 
the Manufacturer column: 

Hover the mouse over Text Filters: 1 2 
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So let’s proceed by entering the filter criteria.  First we’ll select Jaques as the Manufacturer. 

Click on Contains… Type in Jaques and press Enter (or click OK): 3 
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The spreadsheet automatically filters the auction lots and shows only those lots with 
Jaques contained within the Manufacturer field.  Repeat the process to specify ItemType 
contains set, Pattern contains Staunton, etc.  This is easy and straightforward, and it takes 
minimal time and effort. 

As a result, we see all Jaques Staunton club-size ivory sets. 
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Now let’s see the actual catalog page for one of the lots.  The three columns for this are 
Same, LotPhoto, and LotText (see below).  Note that we have scrolled the spreadsheet to 
the right to reveal these columns. 
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Click on the LotPhoto link or the LotText link to see the lot’s photo or lot’s text, 
respectively.  If the Same field has ‘Y’ in it, then the lot’s photo is on the same catalog page 
as the lot’s text.   
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Having clicked on the link, your web browser will launch to display the catalog page.  When 
you have finished examining the page, you can close your web browser.   
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If you want to initiate a new filter, you’ll need to clear out the criteria from the current 
filter.   
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When the filter is cleared, all auction lots reappear. 
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• CatalogDate is the date of the catalog containing the auction lot 
within that row. 

• AuctionHouse is the name of the auction house that held the 
auction in which this lot was put up for sale. 

• Lot is the auction lot number within the catalog. 

• ItemType contains the type(s) of the item(s) in the auction lot.  
An auction lot may list one item or it may list multiple items. 

• Pattern applies mainly to chess sets.  Patterns include Staunton, 
Burmese, John, Chinese, Vizagapatam, Disc, and many other 
types.  I have specially categorized some patterns. 

• Material indicates what material(s) the lot item(s) are made of – 
e.g. wood, ivory, bone, etc. 

• Country is the country (or countries) that the lot item(s) are 
attributed to. 

• Manufacturer shows manufacturer and/or retailer. 

• Keywords is a freeform field that contains any significant 
keywords within the lot description. 

• Size_cm is the king size for sets or board size for boards.  All 
sizes have been converted to centimeters. 

• DateStart and DateEnd are the starting and ending dates of the 
dating range as providedin the catalog.  The actual dating text is 
given in one of the right-most columns (off the screen in these 
screen prints.) 

Let’s review the meanings and significance of each column within the spreadsheet. 

• PriceGBP and PriceUSD is the hammer+premium price of the 
auction lot, at the time of the auction. 

• TodaysGBP and TodaysUSD is the hammer+premium price of 
the auction lot adjusted for inflation.  (GBP is adjusted using RPI; 
USD is adjusted using CPI.  All exchange rates are as of the date 
of the auction.) 

• Lot is the auction lot number within the catalog (i.e. this column 
is repeated here.) It is helpful to have the lot number near the 
LotPhoto and LotText fields, for reference purposes. 

• Same indicates whether the catalog page containing the lot 
photo (if a photo exists) is the same catalog page as that 
containing the text for the lot.  If “Y”, then LotPhoto or LotText 
brings up the same catalog page, hence no need to click on both 
links. 

• LotPhoto (if it is not blank) is a link that brings up (in your web 
browser) the catalog page containing a photo of the lot. 

 The next several fields are not shown on the screen print, but 
they are available by scrolling along the spreadsheet row. 

• LotText is a link that brings up (in your web browser) the catalog 
page containing the text for the lot. 

• Size is the actual “lot size” text from the auction catalog. 

• Dating is the actual “dating” text from the auction catalog. 

• CatalogKey and LotSort are internal “key” fields for unique 
identification and sorting purposes. 
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When you close Excel, it will ask if you want to save your changes.  If the only changes 
you’ve made are to view the auction lots using one or two filters, then you don’t have any 
changes to save, and you can answer ‘N’.  However, if you have done something such as 
move columns around for your personal preferences, then you’ll want to answer ‘Y’ to 
save those changes. 


