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The London Directories Spreadsheet

When you open the London spreadsheet, you'll see the following strange-looking screen.
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The London Directories Spreadsheet

People say, “I can’t read the words, they’re too small!!” Don’t panic. The teeny-tiny words
in the cells aren’t meant to be read. Instead, here is how to read the text:
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[2] ...the person
and year pertaining
to that cell are
shown up here...

[3] ...and the readable
contents of the cell =
can be seen up here.
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The London Directories Spreadsheet

Each row in the spreadsheet contains all entries for a chess manufacturer/retailer, and each
column contains the entries for one year of the London Directories.
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The London Directories Spreadsheet

The reason that the entire main spreadsheet is formatted as such is so that you can quickly
see the overall context: the scope/start/finish years of all chess people, all at once.
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People (i.e. the rows) are
listed in chronological order
of when their Directory
listings first appeared.
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The London Directories Spreadsheet

By far the easiest way to traverse through the entries is to use the arrow keys.
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The London Directories Spreadsheet
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To find a particular person, use the Excel “Find” function (an easy shortcut is CTRL-F).
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The London Directories Spreadsheet

Sometimes the Directory listing is too long to see all of it in the little window. Here is what
you can do.
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The London Directories Spreadsheet

Now let’s look at the spreadsheet tabs, each of which contains important information. As
we’ve seen, when you first enter the London Grid, you’re in the tab with the listing text.
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The first (default) tab is
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for the Directory listings.
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The London Directories Spreadsheet

The next tab brings up a sheet that looks identical, but instead of text, the cells have links to
the actual images for each Directory listing.
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The London Directories Spreadsheet

Directory listing.
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ring wholesale stationers, playing card makers,
ers, drawing board makers, railway ticket makers,
 pocket book and purse makers, engravers and die
‘printers and publishers, envelope makers & manu-
s of government and colonial adhesive stamps,
of bank notes and debenture bonds

Typically you would first find the desired listing on the London
Grid tab, then you can flip to the Links tab and use the arrow keys
to quickly go to the same cell (same row, same column) by looking
at the person/year, as indicated on slide 3.
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The London Directories Spreadsheet

-

that include pre- and post- merger/acquisition listings for the chess persons/companies.
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Now let’s check out the next tab, “All Listings”. This tab contains a comprehensive set of listings
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spreadsheet.

The London Directories Spreadsheet

The final tab provides a list of all chess manufacturers and retailers contained within the
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The London Directories Spreadsheet

Those are the basic instructions for usage. If you have any questions, let me know!
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