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Quick Introduction

Jon Crumiller

Princeton, New Jersey USA My collection is

] online at
Tournament player since 1972 .
www.chessantique.com

Chess collector since 2002

My collection focuses on antique / antiquarian chess items:

Timers

..efc.
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http://www.sportslogos.net/logo.php?id=1031

The Chess Auction Catalog Project

My typical day starts like this.

| Ko eem MESTE
emaill

Hi Jon,

I have a chess set made of metal, it looks like

medieval Reogle and it is stamBed 800 on the

bottom. Attached are some photos. The tallest

piece is a little more than 3 inches tall. Do you
. |

have any idea what kind of set it is, or its value?

Thanks
Esther S
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The Chess Auction Catalog Project

Kings Queens Bishops Rooks Pawns

@112 AN AUSTRIAN ESHOLZ 'COSSACKS Hi Esther, it looks like an Austrian Esholz
VERSUS TEUTONS' SILVER AND “Cossacks vs Teutons” set. A similar (or
SILVER-GILT SET, bearing an 800 Hallmark, : : ; il - -
Tha- M 3174 nchas high, thispawn 112 tichise |dent|c§I) set was sold in a Ph|I.I|ps 1996-Nov
high. 06 auction, lot 112. Attached is a photo of the
5 g catalog pages from that auction. That set sold

ee stie's South Kensington Chess, 27th 4 :
September 1995, Lot 106, for £1216 (British Pounds) hammer price +
buyer’s premium. At the time that was worth
Provenance: The Laurence I. Wood Collection. $2000, so that same amount (taking inflation

$500-1,000 into account) would now be worth $2801.
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The Chess Auction Catalog Project

Here are some other types of questions that you may have asked
yourself.

+ Haven'’t | seen this same Napoleon-themed
carved wooden set somewhere before?

« Have the so-called “Spanish” Pulpit sets risen
in value? What's their overall trend? What
about other types of sets?

» What are the relative price ranges of Jaques
ivory sets — 11cm, 10cm, 9cm, 8cm?

» Achess set by John Calvert, the Victorian chess manufacturer and retailer, is up for auction.
How rare or common is this style of Calvert set? How many have been sold in the past?

* | know I've seen another set with that same type of bishop, but where and when?
* I'm thinking of bidding on a set. Has this particular set ever shown up in prior auctions?
» These Chinese sets are usually stained red, not green. Are there other green Chinese sets?

* I'm sure I've seen an unusual ivory Soviet Propaganda set before — but not the usual
porcelain. It was definitely ivory. Where and when did | see it?
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The Chess Auction Catalog Project

It’s been almost impossible to remember what, when, how much...
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Sotheby's Belgravia

Chess Sem and Earopean Ivories

..until now.
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The Chess Auction Catalog Project

A step-by-step explanation of how the project came to life:

1

2

3

2,

Acquire as many
chess auction
catalogs as
possible, using
the “three-B”
technique:

Buy, Beg, Borrow

137 catalogs

Photograph or
scan all catalog
pages that have
chess auction lots.

Consolidate the
information into a
database, with
chess auction
lots, photographs,
exchange rates,
and inflation
rates.

Create a
spreadsheet
that chess
collectors can
use to find
auction lots.

It emT!.rpeE' Pattern El Mat erial[
travel-set ani In 5tatu Qu bone / md
board

FOSEWDCH

et Staunton  boxwood
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The Chess Auction Catalog Project
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The Chess Auction Catalog Project g @Wpéq@fg /

What are the top 5 chess set patterns in the auction catalogs?

#1 Staunton #2 Chinese #3 Barleycorn #4 “Burmese” #5 African

Patterns
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The Chess Auction Catalog Project g @W“péq@fg /

Who are the top 5 chess manufacturers in the auction catalogs?

Jaques Meissen BCC W. Lund Anri
Manufacturers
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What are the top 5 materials (in the catalogs) used to make chess sets?

ivory wood bone metal porcelain
#1 #2 #3 fid #5
Materials
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1500
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ivory wood bone metal porcelain glass
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What are the top 5 chess manufacturing countries in the catalogs?

England India China Germany France
#1 #2 #3 4 #5
Countries
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The Chess Auction Catalog Project

Interesting trends can be determined as well. For instance, the dating
of Cantonese “King George” pattern sets in the auction catalogs
has gradually changed over time.

1870

Auction Catalog Dating of Cantonese King George Sets

1860

1850

1840

1830

1820

1810
1980

1985

1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015
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The Chess Auction Catalog Project

It is also possible to compute the value of Jaques ivory sets over time.

20,000
18,772
18,000
Values are

16,000 given in
14,000 today’s

4.4” ivory GBP based
12,000 on inflation
10,000 rates

8,622
8,000
6,000
4,000 4,109 3,789
3.5” ivory /,—/
2,000 1,743 =T,841 1,915
i —518 i 3.0 ivory
1980's 1990's 2000's
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The Chess Auction Catalog Project

...As well as other types of sets.

3,000

2,500

2,000

1 500 /\

1,000

500 ’/‘\N

1970's
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2000's

Values are
given in
today’s
GBP based
on inflation
= Barleycorn rates
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The Chess Auction Catalog Project

“How can I get access to the Auction Catalog Spreadsheet?”

You may download the spreadsheet, and use it for your own chess
collecting purposes, from the following web folder:

www.chessreference.com/Projects

File _____ |Descripton

CatalogProject.xls This is the catalog spreadsheet that I've demonstrated
today, in Microsoft Excel format.

CatalogProjectinstructions.pdf  This is the instruction manual for the Catalog Project
spreadsheet, in PDF format.

LatestVersion.txt As chess auctions occur, | will continue to make updates to
the Catalog spreadsheet. If you aren’t sure whether you
have the latest version of the spreadsheet, just click on
this file and compare its version number with the version
number on your Catalog spreadsheet.
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The Chess Auction Catalog Project

Thanks to the following people who contributed one or more catalogs
for the Auction Catalog Project:

Peter Armit Alan Fersht Keith Middleton
Mick Deasey Billy and Hope Levene Floyd and Bernice Sarisohn
Ole Drgnen Michael Mark (I hope | remembered everyone)

This project took a lot of time and effort,
so attribution is appreciated.

Thank you for your time and attention today.
I hope the auction catalog spreadsheet will
prove to be as helpful a resource to you
and other chess collectors as it is for me.
Happy Collecting!
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